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YMAC calls for information sharing from State Government
to Close the Gap

MEDIA RELEASE: 13 March 2025

This week’s release of the latest Closing the Gap data from the Productivity Commission
highlights ongoing government failure to address issues facing Aboriginal communities.

YMAC is calling on the State Government to urgently address the requests from both the
Pilbara and Yamatji communities to share access to data and information about the efforts
being undertaken to address their very clear concerns and needs as outlined in both the
2024 Yule River Call to Action and Solutions Roadmap and the 2024 Yamatji On-Country
Call to Action.

Both these critical documents are tied directly to the Closing the Gap Outcomes and are
aligned to the four Priority Reforms that both the WA and Federal Governments have

committed to delivering under the National Agreement on Closing the Gap:
1. Formal partnerships and shared decision-making;
2. Building the Community-Controlled Sector;
3. Transforming government agencies and institutions;
4. Shared access to data and information

The fact that some of the targets under the Agreement have continued to worsen underlines
the need for governments to be accountable, demonstrate they are taking these
commitments seriously, and work with members of the Pilbara and Yamatji communities who

are steadfastly committed to leading work to deliver the Outcomes within the Agreement.

YMAC notes that following a commitment from Premier Cook in 2023 to provide both
communities with a separate and comprehensive report against the very clear issues and
solutions contained within each regions independent Call to Action, this has failed to
materialise. In December 2024, in response to a repeated request for a report against the
2024 Calls to Action, two brief letters of response were provided by the WA Minister for

Aboriginal Affairs Dr Tony Buti for each region which contained no detailed reporting.
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This decision once again left communities across both regions in the dark about how
government is responding to their calls to action on critical issues, and the feeling their

concerns are being ignored.

YMAC is once again calling on the State Government to work together with community by
providing specific and detailed reporting against the 2024 Yule River Call to Action and

Solutions Roadmap and the 2024 Yamatji On-Country Call to Action.

We note that if the State Government is genuinely committed to Priority Reform 4,
community members will have access to information that explains the work being done in
their communities, allowing them to determine what issues require increased support and

ensuring accountability into the future.

We strongly echo the words from Productivity Commissioner Selwyn Button who called the
continuation of business-as-usual by governments as “the definition of insanity”, and in the
spirit of both the 2024 Yule River Call to Action and Solutions Roadmap and the 2024
Yamatji On-Country Call to Action, once again invite government to work with the Pilbara
and Yamatji communities and their ACCOs to deliver on the commitments they have made

under the National Agreement.

All quotes to be attributed to Mr Simon Hawkins, CEO, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal

Corporation.

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the Native Title Representative Body (NTRB), delivering native
titte and other services across the Pilbara, Mid West, Murchison and Gascoyne regions of Western Australia.
YMAC is run by a First Nations board of directors, representing several native title groups, each of whom have
their own language, culture, traditions, and protocols. YMAC services include native title claim and future act
representation; heritage services; executive office, community, and economic development assistance; land
administration, and natural resource management support.

Media contact: Jane Mitchell, Communications Manager, email editor@ymac.org.au and
imitchell@ymac.org.au or, mobile 0427 463 796.
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