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YMAC welcomes First Nations Clean Energy Strategy

MEDIA RELEASE: Friday, 6 December 2024

-

Federal Minister for Climate Change and Energy, the Hon Chris Bowen MP, with members of the
FNCEERAC, including YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins, at the launch of the Strategy.

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) welcomes The First Nations Clean
Energy Strategy 2024 — 2030 (the Strategy), officially launched today in Adelaide by
the Hon Chris Bowen MP, Federal Minister for Climate Change and Energy.

The Strategy, developed in collaboration with First Nations people and organisations from
across the country, is a national framework to guide investment, influence policy, and
support First Nations people to self-determine how they participate in, and benefit from,

Australia’s clean energy transition.
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YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins said he felt privileged to have been part of this process,
representing YMAC on the First Nations Clean Energy and Emissions Reductions Advisory
Committee (FNCEERAC).

“Having the opportunity to work with the other members of the committee, to provide input
and oversight to the development of the Strategy, has been an absolute privilege of mine.
The committee’s contributions, as well as the commitment and support provided by Minister

Bowen through this entire process, were integral to getting to this critical point,” Simon said.

“YMAC will now shift its attention to focus on what the Western Australian Government will
do, to ensure the principles and framework, as outlined in the strategy, are implemented
accordingly in our representative regions. The foundations for best practice, culturally
appropriate reforms have been clearly laid out for the State to align its related policies and
programs. It would be unfathomable for it to ignore, even in part, a strategy intended to not

only benefit First Nations people and communities, but all Australians.”

The three main goals of the Strategy — Power First Nations communities with clean energy;
Enable equitable partnerships; and Achieve economic benefits with First Nations peoples —
clearly align with and complement YMAC's own objectives and work to-date in this evolving
industry, which has seen a rapid growth in our representative regions in recent years.

As a long-term advocate for First Nations equity and ownership in the clean energy sector
and ensuring Traditional Owners are front and centre in creating sustainable, renewable
energy opportunities on Country, YMAC is proud to have been able to contribute to the
Strategy through representation on the FNCEERAC.

YMAC has extensive experience supporting negotiations undertaken by proponents with the
many and Prescribed Bodies Corporate (PBCs) and Traditional Owner groups throughout
the Mid West, Gascoyne, Murchison and Pilbara regions of Western Australia. In recent
years this expertise has expanded to include provision of legal and other advice to PBC

clients involved in renewable energy project negotiations.

Recognising that economic independence is key to self-determination, in 2017 YMAC
partnered with industry experts and launched Pilbara Solar, a renewable energy company
and consultancy leading the way through empowering First Nations people to be commercial

partners and owners of renewable energy projects happening on Country.

As well, frustrated at the lack of available information to inform culturally appropriate

engagement in the fast-growing renewable energy industry in its representative regions,
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YMAC drew on its combined negotiations experience and insight gained from its co-
ownership of Pilbara Solar to launch on an online Renewable Energy Guide in June this
year. The guide identifies best practice engagement standards alongside a practical project
timeline that outlines a clear process for Renewable Energy Developers (REDs) engaging
with PBCs, and aims to create trust based on genuine partnerships, which in turn lead

to greater certainty during the process for all parties, as well as achieve free, prior, and
informed consent (FPIC), as well as equitable social and economic benefits for First Nations

people.

Download The First Nations Clean Energy Strategy 2024 — 2030 on the Australian

Department of Climate Change, Enerqy, the Environment, and Water website.

View the YMAC Renewable Energy Guide on the YMAC website.

ENDS

All quotes to be attributed to Mr Simon Hawkins, CEO, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal
Corporation.

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation

Proudly celebrating 30" Anniversary in 2024, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the Native Title
Representative Body (NTRB), delivering native title and other services across the Pilbara, Mid West, Murchison
and Gascoyne regions of Western Australia. YMAC is run by a First Nations board of directors, representing
several native title groups, each of whom have their own language, culture, traditions, and protocols. YMAC
services include native title claim and future act representation; heritage services; executive office, community,
and economic development assistance; land administration, and natural resource management support.

Media contact: Jane Mitchell, Communications Manager, email editor@ymac.org.au and
imitchell@ymac.org.au or, mobile 0427 463 796.
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