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Pilbara Aboriginal community call on Premier for
comprehensive response

MEDIA RELEASE: 18 November 2024

Photo: Yule River Bush Meeting. (image: Jose Kalpers)

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) and the Yule River Call to Action Working
Group (YRWG) have now published the 2024 Yule River Call to Action and Solutions
Roadmap (CTA).

The YRWG has overseen the development, drafting and finalisation of the 2024 Yule River
Call to Action and Solutions Roadmap. It has involved extensive consultation with the Pilbara
Aboriginal community through the 2023 and 2024 On-Country Bush Meetings at Yule River
and associated pre-event workshops in April 2023 and April 2024.

The YRWG are community members committed to driving outcomes on the Yule River Call
to Action. They were nominated at an April 2023 workshop held in the lead up to last year’s

Yule River meeting, and at the 2024 on-Country meeting they shared updates on progress
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and sought feedback from community about a more long-term leadership structure on the

Call to Action with community members present.

The 2024 Call to Action and Solutions Roadmap is an open invitation to local, State and
Federal governments to work with Pilbara Aboriginal peoples — and the Pilbara Aboriginal
Community Controlled Organisations delivering services — to deliver real and sustainable
change to Close the Gap.

It is intended the Calls to Action will serve as:

o areference and guide for all levels of government when developing, reviewing,
delivering and/or supporting services and programs aiming to Close the Gap and

address issues in our communities, and;

e atool that community members and organisations can use to confirm and
demonstrate evidence of community needs when seeking to implement solutions

requiring the support of and/or action from government or industry.

The Call to Action and Solutions Roadmap contains place-based solutions and timeframes
to address issues democratically identified by community members from across our region,
split across six categories: Systemic Reform, Education, Health, Housing, Wellbeing, and

Community Safety.

In December 2023 the Premier of Western Australia, Roger Cook, indicated that community
members could expect a comprehensive response on what the State Government was

working on in relation to the 2023 Yule River Call to Action.

Disappointingly, a report never eventuated, despite Mr Yaz Mubarakai MLA, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister for Abaoriginal Affairs, affirming the State Government’s
endorsement of the Call to Action at the 2024 On-Country Bush Meeting.

In sharing the document with government and community, Mrs Eaton, member of the Yule
River Working Group and Deputy Chair of YMAC's Pilbara Regional Committee said, “In
responding to the Call to Action, we are asking government to go beyond broad policy
statements and announcements of funding programs that may be able to provide support.
Our community wants to know what specific actions are being taken in in the Pilbara against
the Calls to Action.

The Working Group believes a more detailed report will help to:

e ensure transparency and accountability;
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¢ identify existing or planned activity by government against each of the Calls to Action;

¢ identify gaps and areas needing more attention such as community or ACCOs having

greater input into review, delivery or co-design of services and programs; and
e establish benchmarks and a way to measure progress.

“Without transparency, our community is left without answers to their urgent concerns. We
have undertaken an enormous amount of work to finalise the clear and actionable list of
solutions in our Call to Action. They address the very real concerns experienced by
Aboriginal people across the Pilbara every day,” Mrs Eaton said.

She went on to say, “We look forward to hearing from the Premier and his parliamentary

colleagues, so that we can walk this path together.”

Taking place on Kariyarra Country, the Annual On-Country Meeting at Yule River is an
opportunity for Aboriginal people across the Pilbara people to come together as one, to
identify and discuss place-based solutions to address key issues affecting community.
YMAC coordinates the meeting at the request of its Pilbara Regional Committee, through

communications and logistical support, including catering, equipment, and staff.

All quotes to be attributed to Mrs Doris Eaton, YMAC Deputy Chair — Pilbara Regional
Committee, and Member of the Yule River Call to Action Working Group.

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation

Proudly celebrating 30" Anniversary in 2024, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the Native Title
Representative Body (NTRB), delivering native title and other services across the Pilbara, Mid West, Murchison
and Gascoyne regions of Western Australia. YMAC is run by a First Nations board of directors, representing
several native title groups, each of whom have their own language, culture, traditions, and protocols. YMAC
services include native title claim and future act representation; heritage services; executive office, community,
and economic development assistance; land administration, and natural resource management support.

Media contact: Jane Mitchell, Communications Manager, email editor@ymac.org.au and
imitchell@ymac.org.au or, mobile 0427 463 796.
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