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Ongoing lack of government reporting a key 
frustration at 2024 Yamatji on-Country 

 
MEDIA RELEASE: Wednesday 18 September, 2024 

 

Invited guests field questions from community members at 2024 Yamatji on Country meeting.  
 

The Yamatji community has again gathered on Southern Yamatji Country on 4 and 5 September, 

2024 in Geraldton for the 4th Annual Yamatji on Country meeting, to progress their Call-to-Action 

developed at the 2022 and 2023 meetings. 

Coordinated by Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) and held at the Bundiyarra 

Aboriginal Community Aboriginal Corporation, Day Two was attended by several government 

officials, including Minister for Education; Aboriginal Affairs; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests, 

Hon Dr Tony Buti, representing Premier Roger Cook; Greens Senator Dorinda Cox; Member for 

Geraldton Ms Lara Dalton MLA; and the Western Australian Commissioner for Children and Young 

People, Ms Jacqueline McGowan-Jones.  

Community members from across the region expressed frustration at not receiving the expected, 

comprehensive whole-of-government response to the 2023 Call-to-Action statement that Premier 

Roger Cook had previously indicated would be shared ahead of the event.  

While Minister Buti acknowledged the importance of the Call-to-Action statement and did give 

updates on progress taking place through the Midwest District Leadership Group (DLG) and The 

Midwest Aboriginal Organisations Alliance (MAOA), he did not provide a report against the 

numbered actions detailed against the priority areas contained in the Call to Action.  

In response, community members requested to Minister Buti provide a substantial written response 

against the Call to Action by December 2024. Local Member Lara Dalton also committed to 

assisting community to access more detail on the government’s response.  

On Day 1, community members expressed concern that action on addressing community issues 

was going backwards and identified some urgent new actions additional to the 2023 Call to Action 

statement.  
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These issues included:  

• The critical need for increased support in the areas of mental health and suicide prevention; 

• The need to reinstate State and Federal funding for preventative programs; 

• Increasing the State Government’s Aboriginal employment targets in the health sector and 

other parts of government, to be proportional to percentage of the local Aboriginal population 

and not the lower state and national targets; 

• Increased and more culturally appropriate support for addressing family and domestic 

violence; 

• The growing need to urgently address housing and homelessness, which is getting worse 

amid the regions ongoing housing crisis, and;  

• The need for action and education to address ongoing racism experienced in both school 

and community settings.  

Last year, the Midwest Aboriginal Organisations Alliance (MAOA), with an active membership of 9 

Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs) in the Yamatji region, was identified by 

community members present as an existing group that – with government support – could drive 

work on the Call-to-Action.  

MAOA co-chairs Ms Chloe Collard and Mr Wayne McDonald spoke at the meeting, sharing with 
community and government information about the work and progress they have made over the past 
twelve months. They acknowledged Government had this year provided secretariat support and 
funding, by way of a one-off grant, to assist in its functions as a regional representative body but 
commented this was not sustainable and does not go far enough to acknowledging or responding to 
other aspects of the Call to Action. 

Chloe Collard, Co-Chair of MAOA said, “Although we have now secured funding for strategic 
planning, this isn’t ongoing funding.”  

“If we can get more long-term funding it would mean we can better coordinate across the whole 
region as a peak body, and that is something we have identified as a key need.” 

“More funding would also mean we could develop MAOA into having its own regional grassroots 
reference group. This is a priority – we want to engage with community members regularly including 
getting out to communities outside of Geraldton to bring them into the fold.” 

Students from local high schools were once again a highlight of the event, with youth 

representatives presenting on their personal leadership journeys, positive programs that were 

happening in their schools, and solutions to their key priorities from the 2022 and 2023 youth 

statements.  

Students from Geraldton Senior High School, Champion Bay Senior High School, and Nagle 

Catholic College presented on both days, to community members and invited guests. 

Trevor Farrell, a student from Nagle Catholic College shared his three-year personal growth journey 

through the Yamatji on Country event, and how fortunate he has been to be a part of it from the 

beginning,  

“Throughout this journey, I have felt a great amount of self-growth within myself and within my 

leadership. This growth has stemmed from many conversations I’ve had with my peers, teachers, 

parents’ friends and the community who have provided me and others, a cultural safe platform to 

speak out,” said Trevor. 
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Lily Bellotti, a Year 10 student also from Nagle Catholic College spoke about her journey of 

struggling with her identity and how Yamatji on Country has encouraged her to learn more about her 

culture,  

“I intend to learn more about my culture, and last year, Yamatji on Country helped me to do that. I 

thoroughly enjoyed the workshops as we got to get together to know each other and start to feel 

more connected. It was obvious to see everyone became more comfortable around each other, we 

could see those friendships forming. And by making those friendships we were able to discuss the 

different struggles we face, realising they are varied and don’t always apply to everyone. We didn’t 

just begin to know each other, we also began to understand ourselves,” said Lily. 

The work produced by the community this year will now form part of the ongoing Call-to-Action 

statement, with the expectation that government will make it a priority to provide a tangible response 

as promised in December last year to work together with the Yamatji community to achieve further 

positive action. 

YMAC is a long-term member of the MAOA. Mr Peter Windie, YMAC Co-Chairperson – Yamatji 

Region expressed his disappointment at the State Government’s lack of response to the 

community’s Call-to-Action. 

“Of course, the community is disappointed in the State Government’s lack of detail on how they are 

responding to our Call-to-Action. Last year Premier Roger Cook promised us a whole government 

response to the 2023 Call to Action. It’s been nearly a year, and while we did get a response, it 

lacked the detail and the specifics on agency work that could empower community to see where 

progress is being made, and to identify gaps so we can clearly see where more work needs to be 

done.”   

“We were very keen to hear what the government’s representatives attending this year would say, 

and we were disappointed. This was their opportunity to confirm their commitment to collaborate 

with us and achieve positive outcomes for our community. We aren’t asking them to fix all of our 

problems by themselves, we are asking them to work with us and support us to improve the lives of 

all Yamatji people,” said Mr Windie.  

This year’s program was rounded out with a record number of stalls hosted by community and 

government, an evening program on Day 1 featuring First Nations performers from the region, a 

special musical performance by the students from Geraldton Primary School, and the Rangeway 

Primary School students presenting a traditional dance performance.  

 

ENDS  

 

Additional images available upon request.  
 

Please also refer YMAC 5 September 2024 media statement - 20240906-Yamatji-community-

frustrated-by-ongoing-lack-of-government-reporting-on-Call-to-Action.pdf (ymac.org.au).  

 

Media contact: Jane Mitchell, Communications Manager, email editor@ymac.org.au and 

jmitchell@ymac.org.au or, mobile 0427 463 796. 

 

 

https://www.ymac.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/20240906-Yamatji-community-frustrated-by-ongoing-lack-of-government-reporting-on-Call-to-Action.pdf
https://www.ymac.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/20240906-Yamatji-community-frustrated-by-ongoing-lack-of-government-reporting-on-Call-to-Action.pdf
mailto:editor@ymac.org.au
mailto:jmitchell@ymac.org.au
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Pronunciation Guide:   

Yamatji – Yam-aht-gee; Marlpa – Marl-pah; Bundiyarra – Bun-dee-ya-rah  

 
About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 
Celebrating 30 years in 2024, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the Native Title Representative Body 
(NTRB), delivering native title and other services across the Pilbara, Mid West, Murchison and Gascoyne regions of 
Western Australia. YMAC is run by a First Nations board of directors, representing several native title groups, each of 
whom have their own language, culture, traditions and protocols. YMAC services include native title claim and future act 
representation; heritage services; executive office, community, and economic development assistance; land 
administration, and natural resource management support.

 


