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Yamatji community frustrated by ongoing lack of
government reporting on Call to Action

MEDIA RELEASE: Thursday 5 September 2024
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Ms Chloe Collard, MAOA Co-Chair, presenting at 2024 Yamatji on-Country

The ongoing pattern of unaccountability and lack of transparency from the State Government has
marked the 2024 edition of Yamatji on-Country.

After a commitment from Premier Roger Cook was made to Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation
(YMAC) in December 2023 that a whole-of-government response would be provided to the Yamatji
community on their Call to Action, the State Government, represented by Tony Buti, Minister for
Education and Aboriginal Affairs, has failed to offer any substantive written details to update
community on their progress at this year’'s meeting.

At last year's Yamatji on-Country meeting, the Yamatji community nominated the Midwest
Aboriginal Organisations Alliance (MAOA) to drive work on the Call to Action, calling on Government
to properly resource and support MAOA and its member corporations, as well as report on progress
on the Call to Action they initially developed in 2022.

MAOA co-chairs Ms Chloe Collard and Mr Wayne McDonald shared with community and
government information about the work and progress they have made over the past twelve months
and spoke about the need for accountability from government against the Call to Action developed
by community.
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In presenting to Minister Buti and other invited guests, Ms Collard said: “Our community have put so
much work into publishing the Calls to Action in both 2022 and 2023, and we want to get proper and
detailed reports from government against EVERY Call to Action to tell us about what is being done.
We know that there are funds being made available and programs being run, but we are still not
having this shared with us — and right now our people feel like you are choosing to ignore all the
hard work that we have put in.”

The 2023 Call to Action includes actions across the community identified areas of:

e Racism;

e Housing & Accommodation;

e Police & Justice;

e Education;

¢ Employment, Training and Economic Development, and;
¢ Health & Wellbeing

On Day 1 of the meeting, community members — who travelled from across the region to unite on
shared issues — additionally identified urgent actions that need to be taken in the areas of family and
domestic violence, mental health and suicide prevention, and the need for the re-introduction of
funding for preventative programs.

The two-day Yamatji on Country meeting took place at in Geraldton at Bundiyarra Aboriginal
Community Aboriginal Corporation on Wednesday 4 and Thursday 5 September 2024.

ENDS

Media contact: Jane Mitchell, Communications Manager, email editor@ymac.org.au and
imitchell@ymac.org.au or, mobile 0427 463 796.
Further images available upon request.

Pronunciation Guide:

Yamatji — Yam-aht-gee; Marlpa — Marl-pah; Bundiyarra — Bun-dee-ya-rah

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation

Celebrating 30 years in 2024, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the Native Title Representative Body
(NTRB), delivering native title and other services across the Pilbara, Mid West, Murchison and Gascoyne regions of
Western Australia. YMAC is run by a First Nations board of directors, representing several native title groups, each of
whom have their own language, culture, traditions and protocols. YMAC services include native title claim and future act
representation; heritage services; executive office, community, and economic development assistance; land
administration, and natural resource management support.
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