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Nanda Traditional Owners celebrate joint management and 
creation of new national parks in Mid West WA 

DATE: MONDAY 29 JULY 2024  

 

Nanda Traditional Owners have celebrated the joint management of Kalbarri 

National Park and Zuytdorp Nature Reserve, along with the creation of new national 

parks and nature reserves on Nanda Country in Mid West Western Australia. 

Kalbarri National Park — home to popular tourist destination ‘Nature’s Window’ — 

along with Zuytdorp Nature Reserve, and the new parks and reserves, will all be 

jointly managed by the Nanda people and the Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attractions (DBCA). Through joint management, Nanda people will 

make decisions with DBCA about how their Country is managed, and have secured 

additional ranger positions for Nanda people to work on Country.  

Kalbarri National Park and the other parks and reserves contain several significant 

Aboriginal heritage sites and cultural landscapes, such as the Murchison River and 

Zuytdorp cliffs. The creation of the new parks and reserves will ensure that the 

Country is protected for generations to come.  

The new parks and reserves, announced under the WA Government’s Plan for Our 

Parks initiative, will protect more than 325,000 hectares of Nanda Country.  

Nanda Aboriginal Corporation Chairperson Carrum Mourambine said it was a great 

day for Nanda people. 

“Today is a day to celebrate for Nanda people… the negotiations with the State 

Government for Kalbarri National Park means we can protect our Country, we can 

rehabilitate it, and share its beauty with other people, tourists, and the world. 

“Joint-management also means more opportunity for Nanda people to work in 

nature-based and cultural tourism, and to work as rangers on Country, so Nanda 

people can continue to care for our Country. I am now really looking forward to 

seeing this plan become a reality”. 



Native Title Representative Body Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is 

involved in supporting several Prescribed Bodies Corporate with land and sea 

management programs.  

YMAC supported Nanda Aboriginal Corporation with negotiations with DBCA around 

the establishment and management of conservation areas on Nanda Country.  

“YMAC congratulates Nanda on a successful outcome – the funding of a new ranger 

program is a great step towards involving Traditional Owners in the management of 

their Country, and recognises their enduring connection to Kalbarri,” Simon Hawkins, 

YMAC CEO, said.  

“This is a positive outcome that will create local training, employment and economic 

opportunities, alongside protecting culture and the environment.” 

Partnership for the Outback spokesperson and Pew Charitable Trusts Australia 

Deputy Director Tim Nicol said the new national parks and reserves were a huge win 

for nature and for Nanda people. 

“Today is such an important day, not only for Nanda Traditional Owners but for 

everyone in Western Australia,” he said. 

“Kalbarri and our Mid West region is a place that is loved by so many Western 

Australians and it’s great to know that the incredible plants, animals, landscapes and 

Aboriginal culture will be safeguarded for generations to come.  

“Plan for Our Parks is adding protection to iconic places across the State whilst also 

creating jobs and supporting regional economies. 

Congratulations to Nanda Aboriginal Corporation, Nanda Traditional Owners and the 

WA Government on this new partnership for people and nature.”   
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A selection of images available in the included media pack and on request  

Pronunciation guide: Nanda – Nun-da; Yamatji – Yam-aht-gee; Marlpa – Marl-pah 

Media contacts for YMAC: Teri O’Neill 0418 115 908 or Jane Mitchell 0427 463 

796; or email editor@ymac.org.au  
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Media contact for Partnership for the Outback:  

Paul Dielesen 0435 775 302; or email PDielesen-consultant@pewtrusts.org  

All additional quotes to be attributed to Mr Simon Hawkins, CEO, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal 

Corporation 
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