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Progressing the Calls to Action to improve the lives of
Aboriginal People at Yule River Bush Meeting

Photo: (from left) YMAC Pilbara Regional Manager Donny Wilson, Yule River Working Group representative
Danny Brown, Deputy Co-Chairperson Pilbara Region Warinypirna (Mrs Eaton) at 2023 Yule River Meeting
— pic by Jose Kalpers

This year’s 9th Annual On-Country Bush Meeting at Yule River (Wednesday 24 and
Thursday 25 July) will focus on progressing the 2023 Yule River Calls to Action as the

Pilbara Aboriginal community comes together to lead solution-driven discussions about local
and regional issues — with the goal to improve the lives of the Pilbara First Nations people.

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation’s (YMACs) Chairperson Pilbara Regional Committee
Ms Natalie Parker said, “Yule River is an important meeting where Aboriginal people from
across the Pilbara come together to lead discussions to progress solutions in a safe space
and culturally appropriate way.”

“This meeting and the Call to Action is very important for our people. We need improvement
in the current systems. We want to see real change. The Call to Action lays out how this
change can happen. Yule River provides a chance for our community to meet with each
other, and then with government when they join us the next day, to discuss how community-
led solutions to local and regional issues can help Close the Gap.”
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Day one of the Yule River meeting is for Pilbara Aboriginal people and corporations only.
Day two welcomes parliamentarians and senior representatives from all levels of
Government to join the conversation. Media will be invited to attend on day two of the
meeting. Attendance is by invite only.

The 2023 Yule River Call to Action Statement is an open invitation to government agencies,

community organisations, and the Pilbara business community to work with First Nations
people to improve systemic barriers that prevent Closing the Gap in order to achieve real
and sustainable change.

The Yule River Call to Action Statement addresses the following priorities:
1. Systemic Reform
2. Education
3. Health
4. Housing
5. Wellbeing
6. Community Safety

The Statement contains link to the following government frameworks:

* The National Agreement on Closing the Gap (CtG)

* WA State Government Aboriginal Empowerment Strateqy (AES)

* The United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

The Call to Action came about in 2023 when YMAC'’s Pilbara Regional Committee piloted a
new approach in the lead-up to the Yule River on-Country bush meeting. YMAC hosted a
pre-event workshop for initial consultation, so that information can be ready for consideration

at the July On-Country meeting.

In 2024, YMAC members of the Yule River Call to Action Working Group delivered more
workshops in the lead up to event. To learn more about the Call-to-Action Statement and
pre-event workshops, including the resulting reports in preparation for this year’'s meeting,

visit the YMAC Yule River webpage.
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All additional quotes to be attributed to Mr Simon Hawkins, CEO, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal
Corporation

Media contact: To coordinate attendance and interviews, or for more information, please

contact Cherelle Danker on 0419 856 768 or email cdanker@ymac.org.au

About Yule River Bush Meetings

Meetings held at Yule River are historic, having been organised by Aboriginal people in the vast Pilbara region
for decades.

The dry riverbed off the North West Coastal Highway, just south of Port Hedland, is seen as a place where
people from different language groups can come together to discuss common issues affecting Aboriginal
communities across the region.

The meetings stemmed from the actions taken in the lead up to the 1946 Pilbara Strike, when Aboriginal people
held secret meetings in remote bush locations to plan an ambitious three-year walk off by Aboriginal pastoral
workers who were living on cattle stations in conditions of virtual slavery. Pilbara Aboriginal people continued in
their efforts to advocate for improved conditions and outcomes by organising bush meetings.

During the land rights era, from the late-1970s, Yule River became the focal point for such gatherings which
were often attended by up to 2,000 Aboriginal people from all over the Pilbara. At this time, “Old Man Parker”
(born Herbert), was the Pilbara representative for the National Aboriginal Consultative Committee, the first
national body elected by Aboriginal people, and introduced by the Whitlam Government.

Mr Parker presided over these meetings on the river's sandy banks as Aboriginal people from all over the
Pilbara region gathered to talk about lands trust business, housing complaints, and land rights.

Many important initiatives have been borne from Yule River meetings, with both concerns and solutions coming
directly from Pilbara Aboriginal people; and with government expected to attend to hear and address their
concerns.

Through the efforts of then YMAC Co-Chairperson, Mrs Doris Eaton (whose father was a key player in the 1946
Pilbara Strike), and the YMAC Pilbara Regional Committee, the Yule River meetings recommenced in 2014.

All language groups from across the region are invited to attend these meetings and share their concerns.

Much like they were decades ago, gatherings at Yule River are an important opportunity for a diverse range of
Aboriginal voices to be heard.

Meetings held at Yule River are historic, having been organised by Aboriginal people in the Pilbara region for
decades.

YMAC has coordinated this Yule River meeting under the direction of its Pilbara Regional Committee and in
consultation with Yule River Call to Action Working Group.

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the Native Title Representative Body (NTRB) for what are
described as the Pilbara and Geraldton regions of Western Australia. YMAC is run by an Aboriginal Board of
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Directors, representing several native title groups (each of whom have their own language, culture, traditions and
protocols). YMAC provides a range of services, including native title claim and future act representation, heritage
services, community and economic development assistance, and natural resource management support.
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