
5 February 2021

COVID-19
Update 6

Hello, 

We hope this email finds you well. Here is our first COVID-19 UPDATE for 2021.   

In 2021 YMAC will be providing these updates when the situation changes in our community or 
when information becomes available about the pandemic and related activity affecting Traditional 
Owners and their work surrounding native title and caring for Country.  

This recent lockdown has reminded us how lucky Western Australia has been these last ten 
months, but also just how quickly the situation can change.  It was great to see the Western 
Australian community quickly respond to the measures introduced by State Government, to keep 
our community safe.  

YMAC’s website contains regular blog posts, media statements, information and advocacy 
updates, as well as links to key government information available online.  

The safety and wellbeing of the communities in which we operate remain our highest priority.  
 

YMAC UPDATE
Following the 31 January State Government announcement of a five-day lockdown in the Perth 
metropolitan, Peel and South West regions of Western Australia, YMAC closed all offices and 
Perth staff continued to work from home. 

Visitors to YMAC Offices  

With the planned easing of current restrictions in the Perth metropolitan, Peel and South West re-
gions from 6pm Friday 5 February, YMAC is managing a staggered approach back to staff work-
ing from our offices.  

All YMAC offices - in Perth and in our regions - will remain closed to visitors until Monday 15 
February.  All staff will continue to provide services and can be contactable through their mobile 
phone or email.  You can also call 1800 270 709. 

YMAC coordinated meetings  

YMAC is continually reviewing its government health advice on whether it is safe to proceed with 
a meeting.  We have in place procedures to guide staff when we resume external face to face 
meetings. Our aim has been to ensure we minimise health risks to members, clients and staff – 
particularly those classified as vulnerable - as WA enters each new phase of pandemic 
management.  

1

 

http://www.ymac.org.au


COVID-19 UPDATE NO.5

3

STATE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
The latest information from State Government is that a post-lockdown transition period for Perth 
and Peel regions to keep Western Australia safe will be implemented. The transition will start from 
6pm on Friday 5 February and remain in place until 12.01am Sunday, 14 February. This timeframe 
allows for the full 14-day incubation period (from the positive COVID test result of Case 903) to run 
its course. 

Until at least Sunday 14 February, only essential travel, including work, is permitted in and out of the 
Perth and Peel regions to other parts of WA. People who need to leave the Perth and Peel region for 
essential purposes must wear a mask at all times in other regions of WA, as per the rules in place in 
Perth and Peel. 

Pre-lockdown requirements for the entire State will also remain in place, including: 

• WA’s controlled interstate border arrangements 
• Mandatory contact registers for most WA businesses and venues 
• Capacity restrictions for major venues 
• Restrictions on travel to remote Aboriginal communities.  

There are still restrictions on Aboriginal communities because health authorities have advised that 
Aboriginal people - especially those living remotely - have a higher risk of getting sick from the 
coronavirus than other Western Australians. Information on travel to remote Aboriginal communities 
can be found here. Remote Aboriginal Communities directions can be found here. 

From Friday 6pm 5 February, restrictions in all other regions of the State are: 

• 2 square metre rule (except for seated and ticketed performances at seated entertainment 
spaces within selected venues and places of worship). 

• Restricted access to remote Aboriginal communities. 
• Restricted access to residential aged care facilities. 

For the most recent news on travel and borders state-wide, please visit- 
COVID-19 coronavirus: Travel and border: State-wide (www.wa.gov.au)

This move made WA the first State to remove the four square metre rule, replacing it with a two 
square metre rule for indoor and outdoor venues, allowing more people to return to their workplaces 
and social activities. The non-work gatherings limit has lifted to 100 people, with up to 300 people in 
some settings. 

More information is available at www.wa.gov.au  

Business and community: 

Contact registers and the SafeWA app will continue as part of post-lockdown life. Currently, it is 
mandatory for most businesses to ensure a contact register is available for patrons.  
YMAC offices have these registers in place for staff and visitors, and will utilise external venues that 
use the app for YMAC coordinated meetings. 

More information can be found here: 
COVID-19 coronavirus: Business and community activity (www.wa.gov.au)

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-remote-aboriginal-communities-travel
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/remote-aboriginal-communities-directions-no-3
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-travel-and-border-state-wide
http://www.wa.gov.au 
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-business-and-community-activity
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HEALTH INFORMATION
Keeping community safe and healthy

With the increasing concern about new strains of the virus it’s important we continue to stay safe 
and healthy by:  

• avoiding touching people as much as possible, especially if they are sick

• stay two big steps apart from other people

• keep your hands clean and cover your coughs and sneezes

• if people in your community are unwell, they should stay home and call the local health clinic 

 immediately.

Together we can keep our mob safe and stop the spread. Information is changing regularly. Stay up 
to date at Australia.gov.au or follow #keepourmobsafe on social media. 

The latest news from the Federal Government concerning vaccinations, timing and priority rollout 
can be found here: 

COVID-19 vaccines | Australian Government Department of Health 

It is important to remember that while vaccines have now been approved, we must remain vigilant 
even when vaccination programs are introduced to our communities. Government continues to re-
mind us that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and people in remote communities are at 
greater risk of serious illness if they are infected with coronavirus if they: 

• are aged 50 years and over with chronic medical conditions 

• are aged 65 years and over with chronic medical conditions 

• have a weakened immune system 

• are aged 70 years and over 

As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the following links are useful resources to provide 
you with the latest information and advice to keep yourself safe:

• Australian Government: Keep our Mob Safe, Stop The Spread - Information for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities on coronavirus (COVID-19) created by NIAA and Department 
of Health 

• West Australian Government Coronavirus 2019 Health Alert advice for public

• World Health Organisation Advice for Public page 

• Mental health and COVID-19 the Think Health WA has useful information on managing mental 
health during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

From everyone at YMAC, we hope you stay safe and well during this time.
CONTACT US: 

Perth: (08) 9268 7000        Geraldton: (08) 9965 6222          Port Hedland: (08) 9160 3800 

www.ymac.org.au  www.recov19er.com.au
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https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/advice-for-people-at-risk-of-coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-people-with-chronic-health-conditions
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-resources-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-and-remote-communities
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.thinkmentalhealthwa.com.au/mental-health-and-covid-19/
http://www.ymac.org.au
http://www.recov19er.com.au

