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Issue 05: September 2019

Claim Meeting at Sun City Christian Centre Geraldton, June 2019

In this issue you
will read about:

Introduction
Welcome to the YNSRA newsletter.

• The Yamatji Nation Claim
• An update on the progress
of the negotiations
• Artwork Competition

In this issue we bring you further progress updates on the negotiations.
I’d like to draw your attention to the YNSRA Art Competition on
page two. We are delighted to host this competition on behalf of the
Traditional Owner Negotiation Team (TONT). All eligible artists are
invited to enter and be in the running to win $3000. Good luck to all
entrants - we look forward to receiving your creative submissions
and announcing the winner in November.

• Traditional Owner
Negotiation Team (TONT)

We wish to thank you for your involvement to this point. If you have
any questions about the negotiations, I encourage you to contact us
at the number and address listed on the last page of this newsletter.

• Vision of the TONT

Simon Hawkins,
CEO
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation

• Community consultation
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Artists enter the YNSRA Artwork Competition
Entries are invited for the Artwork Competition 2019
being run for the YNSRA.
The artwork competition is intended to raise awareness
about the YNSRA and foster engagement with the community.
If you are an artist and a Yamatji person with traditional
connections to Western Australia’s Mid West region around
Geraldton, we want to hear from you.

Are yo

The winner receives $3000 (incl. GST) and their artwork will
be exhibited at a YNSRA event in December at Geraldton.
If you are interested, please submit a two dimensional
work of art in any medium. Good luck to all entrants!
•

Apply to enter by 4pm Monday, 30 September 2019

•

Submit your finished Artwork by 4pm Thursday,
17 October 2019
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For entry terms, conditions, forms and information
go to ymac.org.au/ynsra

Previous issues
You can access previous issues of the YNSRA newsletter on the YMAC website at
http://ymac.org.au/ynsra You can also obtain copies from YMAC’s Geraldton or Perth offices.
Previous issues have included information on:

•

the background of the negotiations.

•

•

the difference between a native
title determination and a
settlement agreement.

Traditional Owner Negotiation
the Team (TONT) role, vision
and objectives.

•

relevant anthropological research.

•

the timeline and progress
of the negotiations.

•

the nine YNSRA priority
negotiation points.
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The Yamatji Nation Claim
In 2017, the Southern Yamatji, Hutt River, Mullewa Wadjari and Widi Mob claim groups entered into
negotiations with the State of Western Australia (WA) for an agreement called the Geraldton Alternative
Settlement Agreement (GASA) - now known as the Yamatji Nation Southern Regional Agreement
(YNSRA) - to settle native title claims in the Separate Proceeding Area (SPA - see map below).

Map 1 Yamatji Nation Southern
Regional Agreement (YNSRA)
Separate Proceeding Area (SPA)

In early 2019 it was identified that there are
Yamatji people who have a traditional connection
with the SPA whose ancestors were not included
in the original four claims (the descendants of
additional apical ancestors).
To include all Traditional Owners within the SPA,
the four claim groups, together with the descendants
of additional apical ancestors, collectively agreed
on 24 June 2019 to lodge a single native title claim
named the Yamatji Nation Claim.

This Claim was lodged in the Federal Court on
28 June 2019 by the following applicants:
•

Lorraine Whitby

•

Yvette Harris

•

Leedham Papertalk Snr

•

Fred Taylor

•

Garry Hodder

The Yamatji Nation Claim joined the mediation
proceedings with the Southern Yamatji, Hutt River,
Mullewa Wadjari and Widi Mob claims by Order
of the Federal Court on 16 July 2019.
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Confidentiality
of negotiations

The Traditional Owner
Negotiation Team (TONT)

This newsletter is printed and
circulated as an open source of
information for the whole community
for general discussion only and
does not include confidential
information relating to matters
occurring through the Federal
Court via the formal mediation
process. These matters can only
be disclosed to claim members.

The 12 person TONT was authorised by the
Yamatji Nation Claim at the single claim meeting
held on 24 June 2019 to continue negotiations
with the State. The TONT members are:

Claim members will be provided with
a CONFIDENTIAL UPDATE separate
from this newsletter.
If you are a claim member, or think
you could be eligible to be one,
please contact your TONT member
or legal representative listed
on page 7 for more information.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wayne Warner
Fred Taylor
Rod Little
Carol Martin
Ross Councillor
Delveen Whitby
Leedham Papertalk Snr
Glenda Jackamarra
Helen Nutter
Paul Eley
Shirley McPherson
Kathleen Pinkerton

Negotiations
Since the April 2019 YNSRA newsletter (Issue 4),
the TONT has continued to meet regularly to progress
settlement negotiations for the portfolio areas of

Governance, Recognition, Economic Development
and Land, Conservation Estate and Rangers, and
Heritage and Culture according to the TONT’s vision.

Vision of the TONT
“A progressive and equitable agreement that recognises
us and our Country, supports our growth and provides
us with control of our destiny.” – TONT Members

Governance
Our structure is our backbone.
We must have strong governance
and good leadership to safeguard
our right to self-determination.

Economic Package
Our economic mission is
to create a strong and
sustainable foundation, to
ensure the settlement
package beneﬁts Yamatji
people into the future.

Recognition
We are the Traditional Owners
of our land and waters through
our ancestral, spiritual and
physical connections. We will
achieve recognition as Yamatji
people, as we are the
custodians of Yamatji Country
for our future generations.

Conservation
Our Country is us. When we
look after Country, we look
after ourselves. We must
have capacity and the right
to make decisions to
protect, care for and restore
our lands and waters.

Heritage
Our Country is our heritage.
As custodians of Yamatji
Country, it is our right and
duty to protect and preserve
our spirituality and culture –
ensuring it remains strong,
now and forever.
Land & Waters
As custodians of Yamatji land and waters,
we not only have a right and obligation to
take care of our Country, we have a right
to use its resources to create valuable
business opportunities for our people.

Substantive negotiations were concluded at the end of July 2019. A proposed Agreement will now be provided to each
of the claim groups for consideration. Any agreement is subject to authorisation by the community.
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Update of portfolio meetings, workshops & mediations
A summary of the TONT meetings and mediations from 15 April 2019 to 30 July 2019 are set out below:

Number of
meetings held

Meeting Type

2019

Portfolio

Portfolio

3 May

Land Selection

1

Workshops

15-17 April
30 April
22-23 May
11 June
3-4 July

All Portfolios

5

Mediation

1-2 May
12-13 June
8-9 July
29-30 July

All Portfolios

4

Community consultation
Past Events

Thursday 11 July: NAIDOC Family Day, Ashfield Reserve, Bassendean
Friday 12 July: NAIDOC Justice Department Day in the Park, Geraldton Courthouse
Saturday 3 August: Great Northern Football League Round 15, GBSC Sports Park, Geraldton

NAIDOC Family Day
YMAC was pleased to represent the YNSRA at
a stall as part of the NAIDOC Family Day, hosted
by the Town of Bassendean and Derbarl Yerrigan
Health Services.
The day was exceptionally busy with about 7,000
visitors recorded as attending. Stall staff liaised
with visitors, distributed brochures and newsletters,
and booked family meetings. Most visitors to the
stall inquired about their eligibility to be involved
in the YNSRA negotiations and about the elements
of the Agreement. This event provided a great
opportunity for staff to have personalised contact
with the community.
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Save the dates

6-9 Oct 2019

8-12 Dec 2019

7 Feb 2020

Hutt River,
Mullewa Wadjari,
Widi Mob, Southern
Yamatji and Yamatji
Nation Claim Meetings

YNSRA Expo
and
Authorisation
Meetings

Proposed
Consent
Determination

Upcoming
consultation events

Family meetings
Claim group members are invited and
encouraged to host a family meeting.

Community consultation to explain
YNSRA will continue until November
through various forums including
community events and family meetings.

The YMAC legal and research teams working
on the negotiations are available to come to
you to provide more detailed information about
the Agreement and answer your questions.

In addition to community events, there
will be radio announcements, national
and regional newspaper advertisements
and information brochures circulated
to community centres.

If you wish to host a family meeting,
please contact YMAC:

ynsra@ymac.org.au
(08) 9965 6222
ymac.org.au/ynsra

Contacts and feedback forms
Contact details for claim matters:
Southern Yamatji
Brooke Creemers, Claim Lawyer, YMAC
Gulmina Miocevich, Claim Lawyer, YMAC
(08) 9965 6222
Hutt River
Jeremy Brown, Claim Lawyer, YMAC
Gulmina Miocevich, Claim Lawyer, YMAC
(08) 9965 6222

Widi Mob
Michael Pagsanjan, MPS Law
(08) 7221 1690
Mullewa Wadjari
Greg McIntyre, SC, Corser and Corser
(08) 9215 0900
Yamatji Nation Claim
Rodney Nichole, Claim Lawyer, YMAC
(08) 9268 7000
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YNSRA Webpage
We’ve create a dedicated webpage so you can
access relevant information about the progress
of the negotiations.
Visit: www.ymac.org.au/ynsra to read newsletters,
check the dates and locations of consultation
meetings, view presentations and browse photo
galleries. There is also a ‘Contact Us’ form in case
you need to ask questions about the YNSRA.
You can also email your general enquiries to
ynsra@ymac.org.au.
NOTE: Claim specific questions and requests should
be directed to your claim lawyer. Please find their
contact details on page seven.
You can also access the YNSRA webpage through
www.ymac.org.au and then clicking on the
‘YNSRA – Click Here’ button.

Please get in touch!
It is important that you remain informed about the progress of the negotiations and that you can attend
consultation events if you are interested. Please make sure your contact details are up to date so that
you get meeting notices and other information about the negotiations.
Please complete the form below and return it to YMAC.

First Name
Last Name
Claim Group/s (tick)

Southern Yamatji

Mobile No		

Hutt River

Mullewa Wadjari

Widi Mob

Landline No

Email Address
Postal Address
I prefer contact about the YNSRA by (tick)

Email

SMS Post

For more information about the negotiations,
please contact YMAC’s Geraldton office:
171 Marine Terrace, Geraldton
PO Box 2119 Geraldton WA 6531
Phone: (08) 9965 6222 | Fax: (08) 9964 5646
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Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC)
is the native title representative body for the
Pilbara, Murchison, Mid West and Gascoyne
regions of Western Australia. Since 2017
YMAC has supported and provided advice and
representation in relation to the Yamatji Nation
Southern Regional Agreement (YNSRA), to foster
a strong future for Aboriginal people and Country.

