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For Yamatji People

Background
In 2017, the Southern Yamatji, Hutt River, Mullewa Wadjari and Widi Mob claim groups entered into negotiations
with the State of Western Australia (WA) about a Geraldton Alternative Settlement Agreement (GASA) that would
settle native title claims in the region. The area the subject of the negotiations (GASA Area) is presented in the
figure below.
The GASA Newsletter Issue 1 was posted to the community in January 2018 and provided the background to the
negotiations. Please contact gasa@ymac.org.au if you would like a copy of GASA Newsletter Issue 1 sent to you.
This issue of the newsletter (Issue 2) presents the
nine priority negotiation points, explains the role of
the Traditional Owner Negotiation Team and provides
an overview of the community information sessions
held to date.
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Map of the current SPA

Legend

Key negotiation points and conditions
The State of WA has presented a list of nine (9) priority
negotiation points to be addressed in the agreement.
These are summarised below:

5. Joint management and joint vesting of
areas managed by the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions.

1. Recognition of Traditional Ownership.

6. A ranger program to operate within
the conservation estate (e.g. nature
reserves or regional parks) in the
area covered by the GASA.

2. Support for the creation and operation of a
suitable Traditional Owner Governance Structure.
3. A Land Base (the return of agreed parcels
of land to the ownership or control of
Traditional Owners).
4. An Economic Base (sustainable, long-term
funding for certain agreed activities).

02 | GASA NEWSLETTER | APR 2018

7. Land management activities.
8. Support for heritage related projects.
9. Agreed heritage regime based on the
Government Standard Heritage Agreement.

G

The Traditional Owner Negotiation Team (TONT) is identifying land parcels which the State may agree
to formally return to Traditional Owners as part of a final package.
If there are areas that you know are of significance, either culturally or for other reasons, you are strongly
encouraged to talk to your TONT representative(s). Let them know about theland parcels so these can be included
for consideration.
The State of WA has three pre-conditions that need to be met for the negotiations to proceed. These are:

1. Non-native title outcome – the settlement requires that native title that exists
in the GASA Area is extinguished. When native title is extinguished through an
agreement, the legal word for this is “surrender”.
2. A single post-settlement structure – one governance structure, representing
all Traditional Owners of the GASA Area, with which the State of WA and its
agencies can liaise to deliver the agreed outcomes.
3. All or none – each of the four claim groups must agree to the conditions
of the final agreement, or the deal is off and all claim groups go to trial.
The Federal Court of Australia has set the deadline for completion of negotiations as 27 September 2019.
If the negotiations are not completed by this date, then all four claims go to trial. This presents an uncertain
outcome for all parties and the community.

Role of the Traditional Owner Negotiation Team
The Traditional Owner Negotiation Team (TONT) is comprised of 12 Traditional Owners who represent each of the
four claim groups that are involved in the GASA negotiations. The TONT members are listed below in alphabetical
order by surname:

GASA
For Mullewa Wadjari

For Southern Yamatji Representatives

• Leedham Papertalk Snr

• Ross Councillor

• Glenda Jackamarra

• Glenda Jackamarra
• Rod Little

For Widi Mob Representatives

• Carol Martin

• Shirley McPherson

• Shirley McPherson

• Kathleen Pinkerton

• Leedham Papertalk Snr

For Hutt River Representatives

• Fred Taylor

• Paul Eley

• Helen Nutter

• Kathleen Pinkerton
• Wayne Warner

• Delveen Whitby
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TONT meeting
The TONT is guided by a Code of
Conduct that sets out the ground rules
and expectations of their participation
in the GASA negotiations.
The role of the TONT is to:
•

collectively (as a united team)
negotiate on behalf of the
Geraldton community

•

provide information about
the negotiations back to their
claim group

•

consult with and seek instruction
from their claim group

The TONT cannot authorize the final
agreement; they are facilitating the
development of the agreement on
behalf of their community.
It is important to remember that
the TONT members do not have
responsibility for addressing claim
specific issues.
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The usual native title claim process
is still available to the community
to raise such matters, e.g. Working
Group or Applicant Group meetings
and Claim Group meetings.
We understand that you may
have some questions, or concerns
about the GASA negotiation process.
If you have something to raise, please
use one of the options below:
1. Contact members of your
Working Group or Applicant Group
2. Contact your claim lawyer
3. Contact the GASA team by
emailing gasa@ymac.org.au
or fill in the contact form on
the GASA webpage
www.ymac.org.au/gasa.
Your query will be forwarded to
the most appropriate person to
provide a response.

Community Information Sessions
16 community information sessions
were held across WA throughout
March and early April 2018.
All claimants of the Mullewa Wadjari,
Widi Mob, Hutt River and Southern
Yamatji claims were invited to attend
one or more information sessions
in Perth, Geraldton, Port Hedland
and Carnarvon.
The purpose of the information sessions
was to provide the community with an
important update of native title matters
(i.e. the resolution of claim overlaps and
formation of the Southern Yamatji claim,)
and introduce the GASA negotiations.

Decisions about the negotiations
cannot be made during information
sessions. However the community
was encouraged to ask questions
and offer feedback to help improve
future information sessions.
A video of the presentation shown
at the community information sessions
is available for viewing on the GASA
webpage www.ymac.org.au/gasa
GASA team members can also meet
briefly with claimants to provide
information about the GASA, if/when
available. Please let us know if you
are interested in this option.

Photo: community information session held in the Mullewa Town Hall
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GASA Webpage
We’ve create a dedicated webpage so you can
access relevant information about the progress
of the negotiations.
Visit: www.ymac.org.au/GASA to read newsletters,
check the dates and locations of consultation
meetings, view presentations and browse photo
galleries. There is also a “Contact Us” form, in
case you need to ask questions about the GASA.
You can also email your general enquiries to
gasa@ymac.org.au.
NOTE: Claim specific questions and requests
should be directed to your claim lawyer.
You can also access the GASA webpage through
www.ymac.org.au and then clicking on the
“GASA – Click Here” button.

Please get in touch!
It is important that you remain informed about the progress of the negotiations and that you can attend
consultation events if you are interested. Please make sure your contact details are up to date so that
you get meeting notices and other information about the negotiations.
Please complete the form below and return it to YMAC.

First Name
Last Name
Claim Group/s (tick)

Southern Yamatji

Mobile No		

Hutt River

Mullewa Wadjari

Widi

Landline No

Email Address
Postal Address
I prefer contact about the GASA by (tick)

For more information about the negotiations,
please contact YMAC’s Geraldton office:
171 Marine Terrace, Geraldton
PO Box 2119 Geraldton WA 6531
Phone: (08) 9965 6222 | Fax: (08) 9964 5646
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Email

SMS Post

GASA

