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Welcome to the 31st edition of YMAC News. A lot of 

hard work this year has helped progress the interests of 

Traditional Owners across the Murchison, Gascoyne, and 

Pilbara regions.

In this issue of YMAC News, you will read about our 

attendance at the National Native Title Conference, our 

NAIDOC celebrations, the success of the Banjima people 

in the High Court, and our very successful meeting with 

Pilbara CEOs in June.

We also want to share the story of our successful On-

Country Bush Meeting at Yule River. 

Over 350 Aboriginal Traditional Owners, elders and 

community members passed 2 resolutions highlighting 

our dissatisfaction with the State Government. Aboriginal 

people travelled hundreds of kilometres to come together 

to voice their concerns about our future.

We look forward to sharing more good news stories like 

these with you, and thank you for reading this edition of 

YMAC News.
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YMAC attends the
National Native Title

Conference
This year’s National Native Title Conference saw 

YMAC Chairs, Board of Directors and YMAC 

staff attend workshops and presentations. 

Held in Darwin on Larrakia Country in June, the 

Conference focussed on strong culture, country 

and future. 

Brooke St James, Community Partnerships 

Manager, Knowledge Partnerships,  presented on 

the future of Knowledge Partnerships and how it 

can assist in projects co-ordinated by Aboriginal 

corporations, Native Title Representative Bodies 

and Prescribed Body Corporates. The presentation 

was well attended by Prescribed Body Corporates 

from around Australia.

For YMAC’s Perth Office Coordinator, Sandez 

Barnard, this was her first experience at a Native 

Title Conference. Sandez came away from the 

three day event with a new learning perspective 

of keeping native title knowledge and Aboriginal 

culture alive through future generations.

“Going to this conference has changed my whole 

perspective on how I see native title and it’s 

inspired me to contribute more to my community 

as an Aboriginal Australian,”  she said.

“I listened to young and old Aboriginal people from 

all over Australia, how much they’ve accomplished 

with their determinations and their fight for their 

land rights.”

LEFT: Brooke St James, Community Partnerships Manager, addresses the conference
RIGHT: Sandez Barnard, YMAC Perth Office Coordinator, and Mrs Doris Eaton, YMAC Co-Chair



OCTOBER 2016  |  4

YMAC Celebrates
NAIDOC Week

NAIDOC Week this year was held from 3 to 10 July 

2016.  The theme across Australia was Songlines: 

The living narrative of our nation. The Songline 

theme is based on Dreamtime where the Dreaming 

tracks or Songlines crisscross Australia and trace 

the journeys of ancestral spirits as they created 

the land, animals and laws.

YMAC staff joined many other organisations 

across the Yamatji, Pilbara and Perth regions to 

celebrate this very important week. YMAC  staff 

from all four offices attended a cultural session 

about the Songlines of the Nyoongar people by Dr 

Noel Nannup.

In the Pilbara, staff participated in NAIDOC week 

with information stands set up at celebrations in 

Port Hedland, Tom Price and Paraburdoo – where 

celebrations included cultural activities for children, 

damper competitions and traditional food stalls. In 

Geraldton, YMAC staff worked at stands together 

with other Aboriginal corporations dishing out 

traditional bush food and entertainment.

2016

t

ABOVE: Dr Noel Nannup speaks to YMAC staff about Songlines and their role in Aboriginal law
BELOW: YMAC staff take part in NAIDOC festivities, including the GRAMS cookoff in Geraldton



Wilunyu 
Native Title

Claim Group

Pilbara Aboriginal
Corporation Forum 
On 9 and 10 June 2016, YMAC facilitated the first 

meeting of the Pilbara Aboriginal Corporation 

forum. Fourteen representatives and CEOs from 

Pilbara-based Native Title Representative Bodies 

and Prescribed Body Corporates came together 

to discuss common issues and goals. The Hon 

Brendon Grylls, Member for Pilbara attended the 

meeting on the first day and addressed the issues 

raised by those in attendance. YMAC looks forward 

to more collaboration and future conferences to 

support the issues that Traditional Owners are 

facing in the regions.

t

LEFT TO RIGHT: Donny Wilson (YMAC Pilbara Regional Manager), Tony McRae (IBN CEO),  
Henk Rhee (Karlka CEO), Jolleen Hicks (Roebourne Consulting), Simon Hawkins (YMAC 
CEO), Sara Slattery (KMAC Chair), Amanda Wheeler (KMAC CEO), Sally Anne Johnson 
(Yinhawangka Chair), Craig Bonney (Murujuga CEO), Susan Shirtliff (Ngarliyarndu Bindirri 
CEO), Patrick Churnside (Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation CEO).
FRONT: Mrs Doris Eaton (YMAC Co-Chair), David Walker (Ngarliyarndu Bindirri Chair)
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On 1 and 2 August 2016, members of the Mullewa 

Wadjari and Amangu claim groups agreed to fix 

the overlap between them by forming a new claim 

group named Wilunyu. 

The Wilunyu claim covers the area of the Amangu 

claim and includes members from both the Amangu 

and Mullewa Wadjari claims. This agreement was 

made as part of ongoing mediation to resolve 

claim overlaps in the Yamatji region.

This meeting of new Wilunyu claimants also 

elected members to a Wilunyu Working Group to 

handle Wilunyu heritage and legal matters. These 

changes will be formally lodged with the Federal 

Court soon.

Negotiations about boundary and membership 

issues have also taken place with the Naaguja and 

Widi Mob claims. Traditional Owners are hopeful 

that these overlaps will be fixed soon too. The aim 

of Traditional Owners and their lawyers is to have 

all overlaps resolved by the end of 2016.
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Yule River
votes no confidence in

During the two-day on-Country Bush Meeting 

at Yule River, more than 350 Traditional Owners, 

elders and concerned community members from 

across Western Australia discussed the planned 

changes to the State Government’s Aboriginal 

Heritage Act (AHA) Amendment Bill and the 

Regional Service Reform Roadmap.

The discussions were chaired by respected 

Kariyarra elder Alfred Barker and Ngarla man 

Danny Brown. Jolleen Hicks, from Roebourne 

Consulting, and Lorraine Injie, Chairperson of IBN, 

delivered the resolutions on the second day. 

Traditional Owners, Aboriginal representative 

bodies, and community groups attended the 

meeting at Yule River. Members of Parliament  

present for the meeting included the Hon Terry 

Redman (Minister for Regional Development) Ben 

Wyatt (Shadow Minister for Aboriginal Affairs), 

the Hon Robin Chapple (Member for Mining and 

Pastoral), and Senator Patrick Dodson (Senator 

for Western Australia). 

On Day 1, the Aboriginal-only day, attendees 

passed a motion of no confidence in the Minister 

for Aboriginal Affairs, Peter Collier. Minister Collier 

has been repeatedly invited to attend the On-

Country Bush Meeting at Yule River and has failed 

to attend for the third year. 

The group also passed a resolution demanding a 

commitment from the State to ensure Aboriginal 

people are front and centre in designing reforms 

for their communities. These resolutions were 

handed to Minster Redman on the second day 

of the meeting. The Minister will take these to 

Parliament. 

Doris Eaton, co-chair of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal 

Corporation and respected Njamal elder urged 

the crowd to unite and speak with one voice. 

“It’s about looking after our community, our next 

generation and our heritage. We need to come 

together as one Aboriginal people. We need to 

fight. We have to come together as a nation, as 

one cultural nation. 

“It saddens me that this year our minister who 

holds our future did not attend. This is the third 

year we’ve come together at Yule River, and we 

come together as one, as human beings. But he 

has no respect for us,” says Mrs Eaton. 

Simon Hawkins, CEO of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal 

Corporation says the message from Traditional 

Owners around the State was loud and clear. 

“Aboriginal people in WA are fed up with Minister 

Collier’s blatant disrespect for their culture, 

heritage and traditions.”

ABOVE: Alfred Barker, Mrs Doris Eaton, Minister 
Terry Redman
BOTTOM: Ngarluma man Patrick Churnside and 
the Ngarluma Dancers
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Yule River
votes no confidence in

Minister Collier

Aboriginal Heritage Act Amendment Bill 

1. Yule River passed a no confidence motion in the Minister of 

Aboriginal Affairs Peter Collier; 

2. We call for a full independent inquiry in the DAA and 

ACMC in regards to their deregistration of sites and their 

interpretation of the AHA in consideration of their importance 

and significance. 

Further resolutions added on Day 2: 

3. That the government of Western Australia conduct a public 

inquiry into the form of Aboriginal Heritage legislation and the 

administration of Aboriginal heritage protection which will 

most effectively protect Aboriginal heritage in accordance 

with traditional law and custom; 

4. That the inquiry comprehensively confers with and involves 

Aboriginal people of the state of Western Australia in 

determining how heritage is best protected; 

5. The terms of reference of the enquiry to be determined in 

consultation with Aboriginal people of the state of Western 

Australia; 

6. That a public report be made with the results of the inquiry. 

Regional Services Reform Roadmap 

The Community demands a commitment from the State 

Government’s Regional Services Reform Unit ensuring: 

1. That Aboriginal people be front and centre in designing and 

implementing regional and remote service reforms; 

2. That the State Government acknowledge the significant 

contribution Aboriginal Corporations make each year in 

the form of funding, infrastructure and service delivery and 

involve them directly in decision-making about services 

reforms; 

3. That both State and Commonwealth Governments be more 

transparent and accountable as to the existing spend on 

Aboriginal services in regional and remote communities; 

4. That at the Ministerial level, the Hon Peter Collier, Minister 

for Aboriginal Affairs and chair of the Aboriginal Affairs 

Cabinet Sub-Committee be more responsive and accountable 

for the impact on Aboriginal people in the region.

Resolutions

We need to fight. We have 
to come together as one - 
as one cultural nation.

- Mrs Eaton, YMAC Co-Chair

"
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FROM TOP: Mitchell Drage contributed to the resolutions; Jolleen 
Hicks presents the resolutions to Minister Terry Redman; Simon 
Hawkins, YMAC CEO, answers questions; Mrs Doris Eaton speaks 
at Yule River
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YMAC is pleased to note Marapikurrinya Yintha 

(Port Hedland Port) was finally been re-instated 

as an Aboriginal Site in June 2016. It is unclear as 

to why it has taken the Department of Aboriginal 

Affairs over 12 months to come to this decision. 

Simon Hawkins, CEO of YMAC, says he is not 

surprised that this is yet another example of 

the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs putting non-

Aboriginal interests ahead of Aboriginal interests.

On 5 August 2016, YMAC’s Tom Price office 

celebrated  its official office opening. 

Traditional owners, guests and staff gathered at 

the office opening which was officially opened by 

the Hon Jacqui Boydell, Member for Mining and 

Pastoral Region. 

The opening was also a special day for the 

Parker family. The Tom Price Boardroom was 

officially named the Johnny ‘JP’ Parker room, as a 

recognition of his contribution to YMAC as Senior 

Aboriginal Liaison Officer. JP was a great mentor 

and leader, sadly passing away on 5 September 

2010.

Marapikurrinya Yintha
re-instated 

as heritage site

Tom Price 
Office opening

“The Minister has failed Aboriginal people again. 

“He has failed to attend any Yule River on-

Country Bush meetings, he has failed to meet 

with Aboriginal people to discuss the protection 

of their heritage, he has failed to include 

procedural fairness into the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act Amendment Bill, and he has failed to respond 

to a petition with over 1500 signatures, presented 

on the step of Parliament in November 2014.”

ABOVE: The Parker family with a plaque commemorating the life of 
Johnny ‘JP’ Parker during the opening of YMAC’s Tom Price office.



Simon Hawkins, CEO of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal 

Corporation, says this is a strong example of 

the litigious nature of the State when it comes 

to protecting the rights of Aboriginal groups in 

Western Australia. 

“This decision from the High Court goes to show 

how hostile the State is towards Native Title 

holders. It further illustrates the State obsession 

with restricting the rights of Traditional Owners 

who to this day, practice their law, culture and 

customs on-Country,” he said.

The High Court found that there were insufficient 

prospects for success in both arguments and 

the Application should be dismissed with costs 

awarded to the Banjima.

Banjima People
Celebrate

High Court Ruling
The Banjima people once again celebrated after the 

High Court found against the State’s application 

for Special Leave - a requirement that takes place 

before a matter goes to the full High Court. 

The State appealed on the following grounds: 

1. That the existence of previous exploration 

leases prevented Banjima from using s47B of the 

Native Title Act to exert the right to exclusive 

possession over areas of unallocated crown land. 

2. That the Banjima traditional law and custom of 

spiritual protection of sites to exert the right of 

exclusive possession should not extend to non-

Aboriginal people.
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This year’s ARMs will be held on:

Pilbara Region: 
Saturday, 5 November 2015 

JD Hardie Centre, South Hedland

Arrive 9am for a 9.30am start 

Yamatji Region: 
Saturday, 26 November 2015 

Shire of Exmouth Hall

22 Maistone Crescent, Exmouth

Arrive 9am for a 9.30am start

Each year YMAC holds two Annual Regional 

Meetings (ARMs), one in each representative 

region. The ARMs are an opportunity for YMAC 

members to meet with their Regional Committee 

and members of YMAC’s Executive Management 

Team and discuss YMAC’s operations and 

achievements of the past year.

All YMAC members are eligible and encouraged 

to attend their relevant ARM. 

Annual Regional
Meetings Notice
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Rangelands reform
not progressing

the pastoral leases. The Rangelands Reforms 

should be implemented with a view to upholding 

and strengthening native title rights and interests. 

For some native title holders, a Rangelands Lease 

would offer an opportunity to realise economic 

development. 

YMAC supported the creation of new form of 

tenures, as long as they did not affect current and 

future native title rights and interests.

The third attempt at reform through the Land 

Administration Amendment Bill 2016, also referred 

to as Rangelands Reform, will not be progressing 

in the this term of government. The Pastoralists 

and Graziers Association’s (PGA) has been 

fighting for 30 years to be given direct benefits 

from the pastoral industry. 

The hope of the Rangelands Reform was to form 

a land tenure that would allow for varied uses of 

Board of Directors
training

The Board of Directors met on Friday 19 August for 

a full day training seminar. All 12 Board members 

participated in sessions that incorporated 

professional development and wellness. On the 

day, experts in the field of mediation, public 

speaking and wellness were on hand to assist the 

Board in their professional development.  

Topics covered included, Dealing With Difficult 

People, Public Speaking Presentation Training, 

Learning to Relax Effectively, Conducting Effective 

Meetings and Work & Life Balance. ABOVE: Tony Durack, AJ Durack Management 
BELOW: YMAC Board members attend a 
specialised training seminar
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Yamatji Region
Working Group

YMAC would like to correct an error published 

in YMAC News Issue 30 in the article “Clontarf 

Awards: Students Honoured”. 

We indicated that Tony Dutton is in the process 

of finishing his course, when in fact, he has 

finished his course and is on track to graduate. We 

apologise for the error and wish Tony all the best 

during the rest of his studies.

From 29 August to 1 September, nominated 

members of the Malgana and Nanda communities 

travelled to Tamala station to discuss the traditional 

boundaries of their Country.

The aim of the week was to negotiate a new 

boundary that more accurately reflects research 

in to the extent of Malgana and Nanda countries. 

The results of this boundary workshop and more 

of the related research will be discussed at greater 

length at the next Malgana and Nanda Working 

Group meetings.

meetings

ABOVE: Members of the Malgana and Nanda working groups at the 
29 August 2016 boundary meetings

YMAC’s offices in Geraldton, Wedgefield, Tom 

Price and Perth will be closed for the holidays 

between Thursday 22 December 2016 and 

Monday 2 January 2017 inclusive.

CorrectionChristmas 
Opening Hours
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Contact us:
Send your questions, ideas, letters and photos to editor@ymac.org.au

Subscribe:
Join YMAC’s mailing list to receive 
your newsletter direct to your inbox. 
Go to www.ymac.org.au to subscribe

About us

YMAC News is produced by 

the Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal 

Corporation (YMAC).

We are the native title representative 

body for native title claims in the 

Murchison, Gascoyne and Pilbara 

regions of Western Australia.

We work with Yamatji and Marlpa 

(Pilbara) Aboriginal people to 

pursue:

www.ymac.org.au
freecall: 1300 712 345

Recognition and acceptance of 

Yamatji and Marlpa culture in 

country; and

A strong future for Yamatji and 

Marlpa people and country


