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Hello and welcome to the 25th edition of
YMAC News, the trimesterly newsletter of
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation.
Over the past several months we have
been in touch with hundreds of our
members and native title claimants to
let people know how concerned we are
about the State Government’s proposed
changes to the Aboriginal Heritage Act.
The meeting on Country to talk about
these changes was well attended by
Aboriginal people from across the Pilbara
and other parts of the State. We certainly
hope that the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs appreciates the level of concern
expressed at that meeting, even though
he declined our invitation.

We are pleased to be able to bring you
some very positive stories in this issue of
YMAC News, including a follow up on the
agreement between the Wajarri Yamatji
people and CSIRO that was signed
several years ago. The partnership is
now bringing a variety of benefits to the
Wajarri people.

There is more information about the
meeting and the proposed changes on
pages 3-5, but if you want to learn more,
please call your local YMAC office or visit
www.aboriginalheritage.net.au.
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Preservation evidence hearings held in
the Pilbara this year were an important
step forward for two native title claims,
and we bring you that story on pages 8-9.
On page 10 you will find the remarkable
story of an Amangu native title claimant
doing important work in her community.
We look forward to seeing all members
at the upcoming Annual Regional
Meetings, and hope you enjoy this issue
of YMAC news.

Traditional owners say NO
to proposed AHA changes

Some of the attendants at the Yule River meeting

On 26 September over 200 Traditional
Owners met on-Country to voice
their outrage over the proposed State
Government amendments to the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (AHA).
Hosted by the YMAC Pilbara Regional
Committee, the on-Country meeting
was a much needed opportunity for
Traditional Owners to add their voice

to the discussion surrounding the
protection of Aboriginal Heritage in WA.
The discussion was lead by YMAC
Co-Chairperson and respected Njamal
Elder Doris Eaton and respected Banjima
Elder Maitland Parker. Aboriginal
representative bodies from the Pilbara,
members of Parliament including
Robin Chapple MLC, Member for the

Mining and Pastoral Region, and Hon
Brendon Grylls MLA Member for Pilbara,
were given the opportunity to address
those in attendance. The Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, Hon Peter Collier MLC,
declined an invitation to attend.
Doris Eaton, YMAC Co-Chair, and Njamal
Elder, urged those in attendance to
unite with one voice.
continues on page 4
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Traditional Owners

sayNO

continued from page 3

“These proposed amendments to the Aboriginal Heritage
Act do not respect Aboriginal heritage and culture.
Traditional Owners must be at the centre of decisions that
affect their country. We will stand united, and speak with
one voice until our heritage is given the same respect as
built heritage,” says Mrs Eaton.
Simon Hawkins, YMAC CEO says the State Government
must strengthen the AHA and engage in a more
meaningful way with Traditional Owners.
“The WA legislation, in its current form, is not at a
standard expected in the 21st century when it comes
to the conservation and management of heritage sites.

We want to see this legislation reflect a modern view
and must be consistent with other similar legislation in
Australia,” says Mr Hawkins.
All attendees voted to reject the AHA amendments.
A delegation will be sent to Parliament for talks with
Premier Colin Barnett. The delegation will call on the
Legislative Assembly to form a Select Committee, with
the intention to develop a new framework to reform the
AHA, this time including a meaningful discussion with
Traditional Owners.

We will stand
united, and speak
with one voice
until our heritage
is given the same
respect as built
heritage.
- Doris Eaton

Top left: Banjima elder Maitland Parker addressing the
meeting. Top right: Hon. Brendon Grylls, Member for the
Pilbara, answering questions. Left: Crowds at the Yule River
meeting on Kariyarra country

Karijini National Park
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proposed
changes
to
What are the main issues with the proposed
amendments?
•

Traditional Owners are not given the power to make decisions about their
heritage sites. The CEO of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA) and
the Minister will have the final say over whether or not an area has any sites,
whether or not a development activity will harm a heritage site and whether
sites can be lawfully destroyed. We don’t have certainty that Traditional
Owners will be involved in these important decisions.

•

The DAA claims that Traditional Owners will be consulted in decision-making
processes. However, these processes, which will be in the Regulations, have
not been written yet. We will not see them until after the law is passed. The
DAA is asking Traditional Owners to just trust them that the Regulations will
ensure transparency and consultation with Traditional Owners.

•

Even if they are consulted along the way, Aboriginal people are still left
out of the equation when it comes to decisions about their heritage sites.
Mining companies and other developers have the right to appeal a decision
by the CEO or Minister, but Traditional Owners do not.

•

The DAA claims that the changes will result in greater protection for sensitive
information kept in the Register. However, there is still no guarantee for
long term protection of sites even if they are registered (which is now
more unlikely). Improvements to the Register may improve administrative
processes but YMAC is not confident that there will be improvements to
how those sites are actually protected.

For more information and to download
your copy of the petition go to:
www.aboriginalheritage.net.au
or call your local YMAC office.
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Wajarri Yamatji people
partner with

Since signing an agreement in 2009 the Wajarri Yamatji people
and CSIRO have been engaged in a strong partnership over
the Australian Square Kilometre Array Project (ASKAP) located
at the Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory (MRO) on
Wajarri Yamatji country. The project will form a world leading
telescope consisting of an array of 36 antennas, each 12
metres in diameter. The telescope will offer unprecedented
sensitivity over long areas of the sky. ASKAP will also pioneer
and trial cutting edge technologies in the areas of electrical
engineering, digital systems, computing and signal transport.
On September 4, the Meenangu Wajarri Aboriginal Corporation
and Winja Wajarri Barna Limited, the trustee company for
the agreement, held the official opening of their offices in
Geraldton, coinciding with their AGM. The trust has been set
up to manage the funds flowing from the ASKAP Agreement.
Des Mongoo, Chairperson of Meenangu Wajarri Aboriginal
Corporation says, “We have a great working relationship with
CSIRO in developing Community projects. We are working

CSIRO
towards a sustainable future in ensuring the Wajarri Yamatji
people benefit equally from the agreement. It is important to
acknowledge the work done by the initial board in creating
the partnership with CSIRO, in particular, Anthony Dann and
RPM project management for the facilitation of the signing of
the ILUA.”
One of the key focuses of the agreement has been to provide
education initiatives for Wajarri Yamatji students. A series of
cadetships have already been taken up by three Wajarri Yamatji
people, and the CSIRO cadetship program for Wajarri Yamatji
people is set to run for 20 years.
CSIRO has already visited the remote Pia Community School
a number of times as part of a mentoring program. The next
school visit is scheduled for the end of October when CSIRO
scientists and employees will visit the school to conduct
mentoring sessions with students. The school visit will also
include a visit to the MRO, a rare opportunity for Pia School
students to see this world-leading technology.

Antennae at the Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory
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CSIRO and Wajarri people have also
been creating a 40 page educational
resource looking at Wajarri Yamatji
culture, the ASKAP and MRO generally.
The resource has been trialled at Pia
Community School and will be finalised
later this month.
MRO has been developed closely
with Traditional Owners, the Wajarri
Yamatji people. CSIRO recognises the
relationship of Aboriginal people have
to their land.
Leonie Boddington, Aboriginal Liaison
Officer with the CSIRO, says
that
CSIRO recognise that the Wajarri
Yamatji people’s spiritual and cultural
connection to the land obliges them to
look after cultural sites which are living
museums of their ancestors.
“A small part of my job, which I love,
is presenting a Heritage Induction
to workers and visitors to the MRO. I
get a chance to tell them about the
Wajarri language,the Wajarri people
and their land on which the MRO
is built ‘gurlgamarnu yalyba, thana
nganggurnmanha ilgarijirri’ (Lots of ear
things they listening to whats in the
sky).”
Simon Hawkins, YMAC CEO, says “CSIRO
has shown a genuine commitment to
working collaboratively with the Wajarri
people. YMAC is very proud to have
assisted with the negotiation of the
agreement in 2009 which is now seeing
the Wajarri Yamatji people gain long
term benefits for their community. We
wish the Wajarri Yamatji people all the
best for their continuing partnership
with CSIRO on the ASKAP project”

Leonie Boddington, Aboriginal Liaison Officer for CSIRO, shows off the naming plaque for
one of the giant antennae. This one is called “Yamaljingga”, after Wajarri elder and songman
Ross Boddington

Dr Rob Hollow and Dr Lisa Harvey-Smith of CSIRO teaching student at the Pia Community
School about black holes
All photos courtesy of CSIRO
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Preserving

knowledge

Native title claims can take a very long time to resolvesometimes 15 years or more. Because of the time it takes, some
elders who help to lodge a native title claim on behalf of their
community very sadly pass away before their claim is resolved.
One way to make sure the invaluable knowledge of elders can
be used to benefit their native title claim is to hold preservation
evidence. Preservation evidence is evidence heard by the
Court before a trial and “preserved” by the Court in case it is
needed in a full trial.
Preservation evidence is given in the same way as other

with

evidence. It is held in front of a Judge and witnesses are
questioned by lawyers for the State and other respondents.
On 2 July 2014 Yinhawangka elder Barndu (David Cox) gave
preservation evidence at Kalkathara. Barndu’s family came
along to the support him on the day. Barndu put in many
hours of his time over the last few years to produce a 30 page
witness statement that was tendered as evidence in addition
to his oral evidence on-Country. The evidence Barndu gave
is an important step forward for the Yinhawangka Native
Title Claim.

Yinhawangka elder Barndu (David Cox) with his family
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Nyiyaparli
Yinhawangka
and

Over three days in June, Nyiyaparli
elders David Stock and Bonny Tucker
gave preservation evidence on-Country
at the Old Newman Stockyards, with
site visits to Radio Hill, Roy Hill, Poonda
Outcamp and Weeli Wolli Creek. David
Stock also gave restricted evidence
for men only. Several other Nyiyaparli
people came to the Hearing to show
their support.
YMAC claim lawyer Kate Holloman, who
was instrumental in preparing for both
hearings, said, “Preservation evidence
hearings are not only an important
litigation tool but they also allow Elders
and knowledgeable people to have
their say about their country, culture
and people.”

elders

Nyiyaparli elders David Stock, Brian Tucker and Bonnie Tucker at Weeli Wolli Creek

Nyiyaparli preservation evidence hearing
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Community profile:

Regina Richardson
Regina Richardson has come a long way from her past as a
homeless teenager to become an award winning student, role
model, educator and aspiring social worker. She was recently
awarded the WA Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Student
of the Year by the Department of Training and Workforce
Development, and has plans to take her education further.
She has already completed Certificates III and IV in Community
Services Work, as well as a Certificate IV in Youth Work. She is
currently completing a Diploma in Counselling and a Diploma
in Community Service, and next year will begin a Bachelor of
Social Work at Geraldton University Centre.
Regina is driven by a passion to help children and young
people overcome abuse and to teach them skills to prevent
abuse or speak out about it. “We can’t always protect children
100% of the time, so the next best thing is to teach them to
protect themselves from abuse. If it can’t be prevented, then
we aim to give them the confidence to tell someone about it,
and to keep telling people about it until they find someone
willing to intervene. I am passionate about prevention and
early intervention and giving kids the tools they need to be
assertive.”
This desire to help others comes from difficult experiences
of her own. “Two years ago I did a workshop because I was
trying to overcome issues I had as a child that were affecting
me as an adult. After lots of counselling I realised I could use
my experience in a positive way. I didn’t want any child go
through what I went through.”
Regina’s inspiration comes from her grandmother. “My
grandmother was my beacon. She was a strong, independent
and tenacious woman- she raised 17 children! She was there
for me when I was scared, and prepared me for what was to
come. She taught me very important lessons about respect for
others and most of all for yourself. I want to be able to be that
person for others. Even though she passed away a long time
ago, she is still well known in the area.
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Regina Richardson

Native title has given Regina a way to connect more with her
family history and culture. She put her hand up to be on the
Amangu Working Group while she was doing a lot of research
into her family history. “I was hoping to connect, but I also
wanted to make a contribution.”
A highlight for her was going on a heritage survey earlier this
year with Amangu elders. “They took me back to a place where
they knew my family camped a very long time ago before I was
born. That was a pretty special moment for me. I’ve developed
relationships in the group with some of the elders, I feel very
privileged that they’ve shared so much with me.”
Regina will be joining the winners from other states and
territories for the Australian Training Awards in Adelaide on 21
November 2014.

Annual Regional Meetings
Each year YMAC holds two Annual Regional Meetings (ARMs), one in each representative region. The
ARMs are an opportunity for YMAC members to meet with their Regional Committee and members
of YMAC’s Executive Management Team and discuss YMAC’s operations and achievements of the past
year.
This year’s ARMs will be held on:
Pilbara: Saturday, 8 November 2014, J.D. Hardie Centre, South Hedland, at 9:30 am
Yamatji: Saturday, 29 November 2014, Yadgalah Aboriginal Corporation (Inc), Denham, at 9:30 am

All YMAC members are eligible and encouraged to attend their relevant ARM. Meeting notices are
being sent to all members. Please contact your nearest YMAC office for more information on the ARMs.
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ABOUT US
YMAC News is produced by the Yamatji
Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC).

Tom Price

MARLPA
REGION

We are the native title representative body for
native title claims in the Murchison, Gascoyne
and Pilbara regions of Western Australia.
We work with Yamatji and Marlpa (Pilbara)
Aboriginal people to pursue:
• Recognition and acceptance of Yamatji and
Marlpa culture in country
• A strong future for Yamatji and Marlpa
people and country

YAMATJI
REGION
Geraldton

Perth

Send your questions, ideas, letters or photos to editor@ymac.org.au

MEMBERSHIP

SERVICES

SUBSCRIBE

YMAC membership is open to all adult (18+
years) Yamatji and Marlpa people.
Our membership also includes people who
live in other areas but who have a traditional
connection to Yamatji or Marlpa country.

Our work includes:
• Providing legal representation and
research to assist with native title claims
• Negotiating land use agreements
• Heritage protection services
• Community, economic and environmental
projects

Get YMAC News delivered to you!
To join our mailing list, visit:
www.ymac.org.au or contact your local
YMAC office.

GERALDTON

TOM PRICE

171 Marine Tce Geraldton WA
PO Box 2119 Geraldton WA 6531
T: 08 9965 6222 F: 08 9964 5646

Lot 974 Central Road Tom Price WA
PO Box 27 Tom Price WA 6751
T: (08) 9188 1722 F: (08) 9188 1996

www.ymac.org.au
FREECALL: 1300 7 12345

SOUTH HEDLAND

PERTH

3 Brand Street South Hedland WA
PO Box 2252 South Hedland WA 6722
T: (08) 9172 5433 F: (08) 9140 1277

Level 2, 16 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA
PO Box 3072 Adelaide Tce Perth WA 6832
T: (08) 9268 7000 F: (08) 9225 4633

CONTACT US

