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Yinhawangka People sign Pilbara native title agreement 

with Dragon Energy 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: 6 May 2013 

The Yinhawangka people today announced a native title agreement with Dragon Energy, paving the 

way for its flagship Pilbara Iron Project. 

Under the agreement, Yinhawangka consent to all activities associated with the development of an iron 

ore mine at Dragon’s Rocklea Central and North deposits. It also allows for further mining leases within 

the area.  

The Agreement follows 12 months of constructive consultation and covers milestone and production 

payments, employment opportunities as well as cross-cultural exchanges and consultation on 

environmental matters. 

Yinhawangka representative Roma Butcher said, “It was a pleasure doing business with Dragon 

Energy. Dragon’s General Manager Gang Xu was so easy to talk to and clearly has a huge respect for 

Yinhawangka People.  

I feel that Dragon worked with us respectfully and understood things we had to say about the Country, 

the flora and fauna, and how these things are important for us, our community and our health. Dragon 

Energy had empathy for what we are trying to achieve, and that meant that in return we also wanted to 

work with them. Maybe some of the Chinese cultural values that Gang Xu brought to our meetings were 

similar and led to understandings of our Aboriginal culture. 

Our flora and fauna are very important to us – as our Country is – and it’s good to know that Dragon 

Energy respects that, and respects our knowledge of the Country and the river system, and have 

agreed to include Yinhawangka People in ongoing environmental management.” 

Dragon Energy’s Managing Director, Mr Gang Xu, commented that the parties had developed an 

excellent working relationship and looked forward to this continuing with the development of Pilbara Iron 

Project. 

“Our negotiations with the Yinhawangka People have been based upon a strong mutual respect and 

have focussed on achieving outcomes that will benefit of both parties.” 

“We look forward to working with the group to develop our Pilbara Iron Project and at the same time 

provide opportunities to the Yinhawangka community and preserve their heritage and customs.” 

Simon Hawkins, CEO, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation said, “Dragon Energy listened to 

concerns the Yinhawangka People had regarding impact to the Hardey River and have put in place an 

ongoing program to incorporate traditional ecological knowledge. Both parties showed great flexibility 

which has led to a strong relationship.” 
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About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the native title representative body for native title 

claims in the Pilbara, Murchison and Gascoyne areas of Western Australia. The organisation has a 

representative area of almost one million square kilometres and represents over 20 native title claims, 

all with their own language, culture and traditions. 

YMAC is a not-for-profit organisation, run by an Aboriginal Board and provides a range of services to its 

members including claim and future-act representation, heritage protection services, community and 

economic development and natural resource management. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Amy Cargill | Communications Specialist, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation  

P 08 9268 7014 | M 0458 010 483 | acargill@ymac.org.au 

 

Tim Williams | COO, Executive Director, Dragon Energy  

P 08 9322 6009 | tim.williams@dragonenergyltd.com.au 

 

 


