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Our Vision is Country 
Country is our mother, our provider and keeper of our 
cultural belongings.
Culture and Country go together. You can‘t have one 
without the other.

Who We Are
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 
(YMAC) is the Native Title Representative Body 
set up under the Native Title Act to represent 
the Traditional Owners of the Midwest and 
Murchison Gascoyne (Yamatji) and Pilbara 
(Marlpa) regions of WA in their native title claims. 
YMAC provides a range of professional services 
to the Traditional Owners of these two regions. 

YMAC represents around 25 different native title 
groups. Each group has their own distinctive 
country, culture and identity.  These living 
cultures are maintained though languages, 
ceremonies, beliefs, music, art, laws and 
customs and creation stories.
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Our Services
Our services for Traditional Owner groups include: 

• Legal advice and representation

• Research to assist with native title claims 

• Negotiating land use agreements 

• Heritage and cultural protection services 

• Community and environmental projects 

Our Mission
To work with Yamatji and Marlpa Aboriginal people to pursue:

• Recognition and acceptance of Yamatji and Marlpa culture 

and Country

• A strong future for Yamatji and Marlpa people and Country 

Our Values
• Respect  • Professionalism  • Integrity  

• Honesty  • Loyalty  • Innovation
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Structure   
Our structure provides a powerful voice for Traditional Owners to participate in decisions that 
affect their country and communities. 

Members
Membership is open to all adult (18+) Yamatji and Marlpa 

people, including people who live in other areas but who have a 

traditional connection to country  

Regional Committees
Both regions have their own Regional Committee to represent 

the concerns and interests of the different communities in 

their region  Each region elects its own Regional Committee 

members  

Board of Directors
We are run by a Board of Directors made up of 12 Aboriginal 

people who have been chosen by our members from the 

Regional Committees  The Board of Directors makes important 

policy decisions and sets the direction for YMAC 

Staff
YMAC’s services are delivered through our offices in Geraldton, 

Perth, South Hedland and Tom Price  Our staff includes lawyers, 

anthropologists, archaeologists, community liaison officers, 

accountants, project officers, communications and administration 

professionals  

Through the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and the Executive 

Management Team (EMT) the staff reports to the Board of 

Directors  

Funding 
Most of our funding comes from the Australian Commonwealth 

Government through the Department of Families, Housing, 

Community Services and Aboriginal Affairs (FaHCSIA)  Additional 

projects and services are funded through a variety of agencies 

including state government and private companies  We also 

charge a cost recovery fee for services we are not funded to 

provide such as mining negotiations and heritage surveys  Any 

surplus from these activities goes directly back into services for 

Traditional Owners and their country 

Applicants
Applicants are the people who make a native title claim on behalf 

of the whole group  They act on behalf of the group, according to 

instructions from the whole group  

Working Groups
Each claim group we represent also has a working group 

made up of around 12 people chosen by the community  

The working group meets regularly to make decisions about 

the running of the claim business  Big decisions are made by 

the whole community, but the working group often gives a 

recommendation to the community first   

Members, Funders, Claim and  
Working Groups , Regional Committees

Board of Directors

Accountability

Role is to make policy

Accountability

Role is to implement policy

Accountability

Operational focus

Management

Staff

Working Group members should:
• Have knowledge of the claim area; 

• Represent different family groups or areas of  
Traditional Ownership;

• Have authority within the group;

• Include both men and women;

• Be able to attend meetings and be easily 
contacted by YMAC; and

• Share information about decisions made, and 
report back to the wider community.
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What is Native title?
Native title is recognition by Australia’s laws 
that Aboriginal people had a system of law 
and ownership of their lands before European 
settlement.

It recognises that Aboriginal people have rights 
and interests in their lands and waters through 
their traditional laws and customs. Native title 

also recognises that Aboriginal people have 
traditional rights to speak for country.

But native title does not provide Aboriginal 
people with ownership of the land, or the power 
to stop development.
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What rights do you get from native title?
Some native title claims provide exclusive rights and interests  

Other native title claims are for shared rights with other people 

who also have an interest in the land  Recognition of native title 

may give Aboriginal people the right to hold ceremonies, gather 

bush tucker or have a say in what development can happen on 

the land 

Examples of native title rights:
• The right to protect sites 

• The right to access or hunt on country 

• The right to camp or live on the land 

• The right to hold ceremonies 

• The right to have a say on the management or development 

of the land 

Case Study: Thudgari
In November 2009, twelve years after their claim was 

first registered, the Thudgari People and parties from 

government and pastoral industries met on Thudgari 

country for a Federal Court hearing to determine native 

title over 11,280sq km of land 

At the on-country Federal Court hearing, it was formally 

recognised that the Thudgari People’s native title rights 

and interests to their country have always existed under 

their traditional laws and customs  The determination 

formalised the Thudgari People’s rights to their country, 

including the right to possess and enjoy land exclusively, 

and to hunt, gather, camp and protect significant sites 

There are several pastoral stations on Thudgari country  

Before the determination the Thudgari people and the 

pastoralists sat down together to come to agreements 

for the future, called Indigenous Land use Agreements 

(ILUAs)  Fourteen ILUAs were registered after the 

determination   The agreements deal with the practical 

issue of co-existence between Thudgari People and 

pastoral stations  

The Thudgari people now have their own corporation, 

or Prescribed Body Corporate (PBC) called Wyamba 

Aboriginal Corporation that deals with Thudgari business 

Native title DOES NOT give you:
•  Ownership of the land (like home ownership) 

•  Priority over other people’s rights to the land, like a pastoralist 

or a company with a mining license 

• The right to stop developments like mining  

When native title is cancelled out (extinguished)
• Freehold titles and most leases over land extinguish (or 

cancel out) native title completely (except some titles held by 

Aboriginal people) 

• Non-exclusive pastoral leases only partially extinguish  

native title  

Native title cannot take away anyone else’s valid rights  No homes 

or mining leases will be lost as a result of native title  Where there 

is a conflict between native title rights and the rights of another 

person, a resolution to the conflict needs to be negotiated 

between the parties 
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Native Title Claims
A Native Title Claim must be lodged in the Federal Court 

by a group of Applicants on behalf of the whole group 

claiming native title  If the claimant group can prove 

its traditional connection to country, native title can be 

recognised by consent (agreement) or in court  

How do you get native title?
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1. Registration Test
A claim is assessed by the National Native Title Tribunal (which 

assists the Federal Court) to test if native title is likely to exist  If 

the claim passes that test, the National Native Title Tribunal will 

register the claim  That means the Aboriginal people who’ve 

made the claim have a right to have a say about any future 

development on the land  If the claim does not pass the test, 

a company or government does not have to consult with the 

people who made the claim, and the claim can be dismissed 

2. Connection Evidence
In order to have native title recognised, the claim group 

is required to give evidence to show that people have a 

connection to their land and sea country under the systems of 

traditional law and custom  ‘Connection’ evidence can include 

genealogical and historical research, cultural mapping, site 

maps, records and stories of laws, customs and language 

3. Mediation and Determination 
After the National Native Title Tribunal registers a claim, the 

Federal Court will send the claim to mediation  The National 

Native Title Tribunal will work with the native title claimants, the 

WA Government and other respondents (such as pastoralists) 

to try to resolve the claim by agreement during this mediation  

If the parties can agree, the Federal Court may make a ruling 

called a consent determination  If parties cannot agree, the 

claim may go to trial in the Federal Court 

4. Looking After Native Title
If native title is determined, the court must approve an 

organisation that will look after that title  The organisation that 

manages it is called a Prescribed Body Corporate (PBC) 

The native title holders are members of the PBC and, when doing 

business, governments and companies must deal with that PBC  

The PBC is responsible for any decision which will affect the 

group’s native title rights 
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Connection and research
A native title claim can either be resolved by trial in court 

or outside of court through mediation  Before the State 

Government agrees to work towards an agreement to resolve a 

native title claim outside of court, they require evidence about 

the claim group’s connection to country  The information given 

to the State Government for this purpose is called connection 

material  

Connection material is usually presented as a connection report  

This is usually written by an anthropologist, using information 

from the claimants and written sources  

The connection report includes information on the history, rules 

of membership, law and custom, and cultural knowledge of the 

claimant group  These are the elements of proof required by the 

Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) 

Sometimes connection material will include additional reports 

written by historians or linguists  

As well as written reports, connection material usually includes 

genealogies (family trees) and a site register and/or site map 

showing the group’s heritage sites  Connection material may also 

include photographs or a connection DVD to help show people’s 

culture and connection to country 

Connection material includes information that may be sensitive 

for cultural or family reasons  YMAC takes its responsibilities to 

keep information confidential very seriously  However, in order 

to assess the connection material, certain people within YMAC 

and working for the State Government will need to see sensitive 

information that has been provided by Traditional Owners  YMAC 

ensures that any cultural information that is gender restricted 

(secret men’s or women’s knowledge) is only seen by people of 

the appropriate gender 

A connection report can take many years to research, write and 

refine   The State then makes an assessment of whether the claim 

group hold native title over their country  

If the State Government accepts the report’s findings, the native 

title claim group members can start negotiating towards a native 

title determination  If the State does not accept the report’s 

findings, the native title group can decide to go to trial if their 

case for native title is strong 
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Heritage Services
Aboriginal Heritage Act
The WA Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 works alongside the Native 

Title Act to give protection to Aboriginal heritage sites and 

objects  It has been around for a long time and needs to be 

updated  The Aboriginal Heritage Act gives the Minister the 

final say over what happens to Aboriginal heritage  Since it 

was written long before the Native Title Act it does not take 

into account any native title claims  Heritage is protected in 

the same way by the Aboriginal Heritage Act  whether or not a 

native title claim is successful  

Under the Act an Aboriginal heritage site is:

•  A sacred site or object used for traditional purposes which is 

important to Aboriginal people 

•  A place connected with Aboriginal people which is 

of anthropological or historical interest and should be 

preserved because of its significance  

•  A place where objects were or are traditionally stored 

The Aboriginal Heritage Act sets up a Register of Aboriginal Sites, 

which is held and maintained by the Department of Aboriginal 

Affairs  All sites on the register have been assessed by the ACMC 

and meet the criteria for definition as an Aboriginal heritage 

site  However, all Aboriginal heritage sites are protected 

whether or not they are on the register 

Heritage Agreements
Under the Aboriginal Heritage Act, it is an offence for anyone to 

damage or alter an Aboriginal site or object, unless the Minister 

for Aboriginal Affairs grants permission to do so (see section 18 

applications).

When a company wants to access country for development, 

exploration or mining they should first do a heritage survey to 

find out if there are any significant Aboriginal heritage sites in 

the area that need protection 

To make sure that happens, native title parties and companies 

enter into heritage agreements  Heritage agreements are legal 

contracts that say when a survey will be needed, and how 

it will be conducted  They can also include exclusion zones 

around heritage sites and requirements to do with section 18 

applications  Heritage agreements are usually secured by the 

YMAC legal team during the future act processes (see Future 

acts, page 14).

Cultural Heritage Surveys and YMAC
YMAC works with Traditional Owners, anthropologists and 

archaeologists to co-ordinate professional ethnographic 

(talking) and archaeological (walking) heritage surveys for 

companies and government departments wanting to do  

work on country 

Section 18 Applications 
Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act says that a person or 

company can disturb or destroy an Aboriginal heritage site if 

they go through the proper process and get permission from 

the Minister for Indigenous Affairs  If a company wants to 

apply for permission to disturb or destroy a heritage site, they 

are supposed to come and talk to the Traditional Owners first, 

and will usually do a detailed heritage survey  The company or 

person making the application will then go to the Aboriginal 

Cultural Materials Committee (ACMC), which considers all of the 

plans and the results of the heritage surveys, and then makes 

a recommendation to the Minister  The Minister has the final 

decision whether to allow a site to be disturbed or destroyed  

The Aboriginal Heritage Act does not give Traditional Owners the 

power to stop a section 18 application , and if approval to destroy 

a site is given with certain conditions, the Traditional Owners do 

not have a right to know what those conditions are 

Different surveys will be carried out in different ways 

depending on the developer’s plans  The survey team may 

be asked to survey a series of drill lines by walking each one, 

or they may need to consider a larger area  In some cases a 

helicopter might be used to fly over an area that is vast or 

difficult to access 

YMAC does not choose which Traditional Owners go on 

surveys  Each claim group has its own system for choosing who 

participates in heritage surveys  People who go on surveys 

should be knowledgeable and have authority to speak for 

that country  YMAC is committed to ensuring that surveys are 

conducted properly, with all survey reports checked by qualified 

research staff to make sure they meet professional standards 

Cost recovery and funding for Aboriginal 
heritage protection
YMAC is a not-for-profit organisation and does not receive 

Government funding to protect Aboriginal heritage  

YMAC’s cultural heritage services are supported wholly through 

cost recovery from companies and developers  

All administration fees pay for YMAC’s costs to organise surveys 

such as staff, rent, telephones and stationary   All survey fees are 

paid directly to Traditional Owners 

Cultural Heritage & Native Title
While out on heritage surveys, YMAC anthropologists and 

archaeologists may ask questions about country, stories 

and language to help them with research reports, like the 

connection report  Any information of this type that is gathered 

on a survey is confidential and is not shared with the company 
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12%

61%23%

2%2%

   Travel allowance and survey expenses  2%

   Surplus used for native title activities  2%

   Administration costs (staff computers, vehicles, phones etc) 12%

   Consultant Anthropologists and Archaeologists  23%

   Direct payments to Aboriginal People for survey fees  61%

Where does the money from heritage surveys go?
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In addition to native title and heritage services, YMAC 

also assists communities with economic and community 

development and environment and heritage protection 

programs  This can mean providing support for community 

groups, helping facilitate partnerships between native title 

groups and government departments, or helping groups 

meet their goals and aspirations with the benefits from 

mining agreements 

Community project support,  
case study: ACCO 
With the support of YMAC, Foodbank Inc and Newcrest 

Mining, the Aboriginal Communities Charitable Organisation 

(ACCO) supplies Aboriginal families with healthy and 

inexpensive groceries through a local distribution outlet at 

Pundulmurra Tafe in South Hedland  

The ACCO was formed in late 2008 as a non-profit charitable 

organisation to help ‘close the gap’ in local Aboriginal 

communities  The ACCO’s work aims to create a sustainable 

food supply for families, teach the community to grow food, 

provide nutrition education and facilitate training and job 

placement 

On Australia Day 2011 the ACCO was presented with the 

Premier’s Active Citizenship Community Group Award for 

their contribution to the Pilbara community  

As well as receiving public recognition from the Premier, 

the ACCO have also been approved for a Lotterywest grant 

for supplies and equipment to improve their services to the 

Pilbara community  

Community and Country Projects 
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Heritage protection project, 
case study: Weld Range 
National Heritage Listing
The National Heritage Listed Weld Range is a very special 

place for Aboriginal people in WA  The Wajarri Yamatji people 

are the Traditional Owners of the Weld Range and its famous 

ochre mine, Wilgie Mia, and Aboriginal people have been 

coming from other parts of the country to the Weld Range 

to get ochre for thousands of years  

At the request of the Wajarri Yamatji people, YMAC worked 

with several senior and knowledgeable Wajarri people over 

a period of years to research and record the importance of 

the Weld Range  Simon Hawkins, CEO of YMAC said, “YMAC is 

very proud to have assisted the Wajarri Yamatji people gain 

this protection for their country  

The Weld Range remains an important place for Wajarri 

Yamatji families to camp, hunt and collect traditional bush 

food and medicine   With the protection afforded by the 

National Heritage Listing, the Weld Range can be protected 

from unsustainable development and enjoyed by future 

generations ”

The 45ha area of the National Heritage Listing includes, 

Wilgie Mia, Little Wilgie Mia and the Marlu Resting Place  

These sites contain sacred law grounds, dreamtime places, 

thousands of examples of rock art, extensive archaeological 

material, and the Wilgie Mia red ochre mine 

The inclusion on the National Heritage List is assisting Wajarri 

Yamatji people to manage the area effectively, alongside the 

growing mining and tourism industries in the Mid West  

Environmental and heritage 
partnership, case study:  
Eighty Mile Beach
Pilbara Traditional Owners have been working with the 

Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) to help 

plan for and conserve the special marine environment of the 

Eighty Mile Beach area 

Consultation took place between the Nyangumarta people, 

YMAC and the Marine Policy and Planning Branch of DEC  

In addition, DEC has been working with six other native title 

groups along the Pilbara coast to investigate the idea of 

marine parks and reserves  

The program, facilitated by YMAC and DEC, was successful 

in raising awareness about marine parks and the planning 

process amongst the Nyangumarta people  Site visits to 

important cultural areas allowed Nyangumarta people teach 

DEC about their connection with coastal and sea country  

The Nyangumarta people have an intricate knowledge of 

their country and retain a strong connection through sacred 

sites and ceremonial activities  

A meeting was also held to explore the future aspirations 

of the Nyangumarta people for the coastal strip  These 

aspirations are best summed up by the phrase “Ngalpa 

warran, ngalpa marrngu”, which translates to “Healthy 

country, healthy people” 

Nyangumarta Traditional Owner and YMAC Senior 

Community Liaison Officer, Nyaparu Rose said, “The best part 

about the process was that DEC came to the people  They 

sat down and learned from us  We taught them about the 

seasons, about hunting and fishing, about bush foods  It was 

also a chance for young Nyangumarta people to go out on 

country and learn from their Elders  So it was like a workshop 

for our younger generations too ” 
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A ‘Future Act’ is a proposed activity that might affect 

country such as mining, exploration, fishing, tourism or 

other developments  Western Australia’s resource boom 

has resulted in high volumes of Future Act activity on 

Yamatji and Marlpa country 

Under the Native Title Act, Traditional Owners do not have 

the right to prevent or stop mining, but they do have 

the right to negotiate with companies about certain 

activities 

This is because exploration, mining or other 

developments can affect country and native title rights 

by restricting access to country or impacting on the 

environment and sacred sites  

Future acts: Exploration, Mining, 
Infrastructure and Public Works 
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Implementation case study:  
The Njamal people’s bus  
In 2009, the Njamal native title claimants entered into an 

agreement with a company to carry out mining activity 

on Njamal country  As part of that agreement, the Njamal 

community received a new bus for the use of the whole 

community  

The bus gets used all the time to take people to 

meetings, funerals and events  Rodney Monahan, one of 

the Traditional Owners chosen by his community to look 

after the bus, said “We got this bus instead of a payment, 

which can just be spent  This is an asset ” 

The Njamal people hire the bus out to other Aboriginal 

groups, and use the income to run and maintain the bus  

“The bus is for any tribe  It gets a lot of the old people out 

and about  They used to miss out on a lot of meetings 

and field trips because there wasn’t enough transport,” 

said Rodney 

Exploration 
Under the Native Title Act, the government must let registered 

native title claimants and holders know about any new mineral 

exploration proposals  If the government thinks the effect 

on native title rights will be minor, it can put the exploration 

application in the “fast-track”, or expedited procedure  This 

is usually done for exploration which doesn’t involve much 

disturbance of country   

In the expedited procedure, the company does not have to 

negotiate with the native title group, but it does have to offer to 

sign a standard heritage agreement  A heritage agreement is a 

contract that says that the company has to do a heritage survey 

before it does any drilling or other activity that disturbs country  

Mining 
Native title holders and registered native title claim groups have 

the right to negotiate with companies over mining projects 

Mining companies must negotiate in good faith with Traditional 

Owners, and usually agreements are reached which can include 

financial compensation for the impact on native title rights, 

employment initiatives, and the protection of important places 

and sites  

Traditional Owners are not able to block a mining application by 

a company  

Most of the companies YMAC works with are willing to 

negotiate in good faith with Traditional Owners to build lasting 

relationships for the future   Some mining companies will fund 

meetings with the claimant group to negotiate an agreement, 

but companies are not required to do this 

Infrastructure and other developments
For other kinds of development, such as infrastructure and 

public works, the company or government department usually 

has to consult with the native title group affected  Under the 

Native Title Act, different kinds of developments give rise to 

different rights for the Traditional Owners  Sometimes there may 

be the opportunity to negotiate a land access agreement with 

benefits, or sometimes there may only be a right to comment 

on the proposed development  

Trusts and Implementation 
Mining agreements can offer many different opportunities for 

communities to achieve their goals in areas such as health, jobs, 

education, or community infrastructure  

If an agreement includes compensation for loss of native title 

rights, usually that money goes into a trust for the claimant 

group  YMAC is not funded to help claim groups set up and 

manage their trusts  

YMAC can help claimant groups find a suitably qualified trustee 

to set up and look after their trust   

It is up to each group to make sure that their own money is  

used properly  
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Travel allowance:
Travel Allowance (TA) is paid to help with the cost of 

travelling between your home and a native title meeting  

It is not a sitting fee or payment for attending a meeting  

YMAC travel allowances are based on the Australian Tax 

Office (ATO) rates 

Important Payment Information
To receive TA payments you will need to fill out a 

‘Payment Authority’ form  If you do not want YMAC to 

withhold tax please fill out a ‘Statement by Supplier’ form, 

if appropriate for your circumstances  

Bank and Address Details 
Please contact YMAC if your bank or address details 

change and give us a new ‘Payment Authority’ form as 

soon as possible to make sure you receive your TA on time  

Tax and Centrelink Requirements
It is your responsibility to tell the ATO (tel: 13 72 26) or 

Centrelink (tel: 13 63 80) of any payments that might 

affect your income  
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A Guide to Travel 
Allowance 
When you receive a notice about an upcoming meeting please 

tell YMAC if you will be attending  

If you are paid travel allowance (TA) and can’t attend the 

meeting you must contact YMAC straight away  

If you are a working group member, and qualify for advance TA, 

please let us know when you call to confirm your attendance  

TA for community meetings cannot be paid in advance, but will 

be paid 24 hours after the meeting  

Previous TA debts are deducted from your next meeting 

payment or from your appointed proxy 

For information on Australian Tax Office rates visit:  

www.ato.gov.au or call 13 72 26 

Travel Allowance (mileage) from 1 July 2012

Working Group 
Meetings (FaHCSIA) Home distance from meeting venue (one way)

Less than 50km More than 50km

Travel allowance (mileage) No 50 cents per km (max. $500)

Community Meetings 
(FaHCSIA funded) Home distance from meeting venue (one way)

Less than 50km More than 50km

Travel allowance (mileage) No 50 cents per km (max. $250) Example TA payments

Description Return 
distance

Travel 
allowance

Accommodat- 
ion Allowance

Meals/
Incidental 
allowance

Total

John travels 15km to 
get to a FaHCSIA funded 
working group meeting.

30km  $ -    $ -    $ -    $ -   

John travels 30km to 
get to a FaHCSIA funded 
working group meeting.

60km  $30  $-    $ -    $ 30 

John travels 200km to 
get to a FaHCSIA funded 
working group meeting.

400km  $200  $150  $80  $430 

John travels 600km to 
get to a FaHCSIA funded 
working group meeting.

1200km  $500  $300  $80  $880 

John travels 600km to 
get to a FaHCSIA funded 

community meeting.
1200km  $250  $300  $80  $630 

Negotiation meetings for working 
group members More than 50km

Travel allowance ATO rates

Accommodation and meals allowance* ATO reasonable rates

*Accommodation and meals allowance is capped at the maximum rate 
applicable to the meeting place as specified in the ATO schedule

If you appoint a proxy to attend the meeting in your place, please 

let us know before the meeting  If you are paid TA instead of your 

proxy, it is your responsibility to give your TA to your proxy   

Proxies are only paid mileage from the shortest distance 

travelled by either the working group member or the proxy  

To make sure you get the correct TA payment, please fill out the 

attendance form and car registration at the meeting  

Payment for Meetings
Working group and community meetings for native title 

matters are funded by the Commonwealth Department of 

Families, Housing, Community Services and Aboriginal Affairs 

(FaHCSIA)  Negotiation meetings are funded by the mining 

or development company your native title claim group is 

negotiating an agreement with 

Accommodation/Other Allowance (flat rate) from 1 July 2012

Working Group Meetings 
(FaHCSIA) Home distance from meeting venue (one way)

Less than 50 km 50-200 km More than 200 km

$150 accommodation 
allowance 

No No Yes

$40 meals/incidentals 
allowance (each way)

No Yes Yes

Community Meetings 
(FaHCSIA funded) Home distance from meeting venue (one way)

Less than 50 km 50-200 km More than 200 km

$150 accommodation 
allowance (for members only)

No No Yes

$40 meals/incidentals 
allowance (each way)

No Yes Yes
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More Information…
How can I get more involved in the 
decisions that affect my native title claim?
There are several ways for Traditional Owners to get involved 

in their native title claim  Important decisions about the claim 

are made at community meetings  All members of a native title 

claim are invited to community meetings for their claim and 

asked to participate in making group decisions 

Working group members are chosen by the community  The 

working group makes many day-to-day decisions about claim 

business  It is the responsibility of all working group members 

to keep their families and other members of the claim informed 

about what is going on 

All YMAC members are invited to attend Annual Regional 

Meetings to discuss and ask questions about YMAC’s operations  

Any YMAC member may nominate for election to the Regional 

Committee 

YMAC Membership
To become a member, simply fill out the attached form, make 

sure it is witnessed by a current member, and return it to one of 

the YMAC offices  If you have any questions about completing 

the membership form, please ask at your local YMAC office  

Becoming a member gives you a greater voice at your land 

council and gives your land council greater strength to 

represent your interests  

For more information
YMAC keeps the communities we represent up to date with 

community meetings, newsletters, claim updates, letters, blog 

postings, and community guides  

If you do not already receive notices and publications please 

contact your nearest YMAC office to make sure we have your 

current address  

Subscription to the newsletter is free, and YMAC regularly sends 

copies to libraries, health centres, community centres,  

Aboriginal corporations and visitor centres throughout the 

Midwest and Pilbara 

Copies of YMAC publications can be requested by calling one 

of YMAC’s offices  You can also become an e-subscriber to 

our newsletter by signing up on our website, where you can 

download current and past issues of our newsletter along with 

many other publications full of information for the community 

The YMAC blog gives frequent updates on news from YMAC 

as well as information on community events of interest our 

members  The YMAC blog is a great place to go to find out 

about upcoming opportunities and events for Indigenous 

people in the Midwest and Pilbara  Visit the YMAC blog at 

yamatjimarlpa.blogspot.com.au.

For more information visit www.ymac.org.au 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP (as per rule 5.1)
ALL of the sections on this side of the form must be completed for your application to be processed.

Membership of the Corporation is open to Aboriginal people at least 18 years of age whose traditional country lies within either the Gascoyne, 

Murchison, Mid-West (Yamatji) or the Pilbara (Marlpa) regions, and who are accepted as such by their local Yamatji / Pilbara community 

I hereby apply to become a Member of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC)  I declare I am eligible for membership and 
agree that I will, in good faith and to the best of my abilities, obey and observe the Rules and policies of YMAC and will, at all times, act 
in the best interests of the organisation should my membership be accepted 

Signed                                                                                                                                             Date                                                                                                                                     

The member nominating the applicant and the person witnessing the application are required to be separate individuals.

Witness name                                                                                                                            Signature                                                                                                                        
                                                              [Print name]

NOTE: Membership applications are initially considered at Regional Committee meetings normally held February, May, August and November each year and are then 
submitted for acceptance/endorsement at the subsequent Board of Directors’ meeting.

Mr, Mrs, Ms,  
Miss, Dr  
Other ..........

Surname: First Given Name:

Residential Address:

Suburb/Town: Postcode:

Postal Address: Postcode:

Home Phone No: Mobile Phone No:

Email Address: Class (please circle): 
                                              Yamatji / Pilbara

Date of Birth: Mother’s Full Name (Maiden):

Father’s Full Name: Spouse’s Full Name:

Maternal Grandmother’s Full Name  (Mother’s Mother’s 
Maiden name):

Paternal Grandmother’s Full Name  (Father’s Mother’s Maiden 
name):

Maternal Grandfather’s Full Name (Mother’s father): Paternal Grandfather’s Full Name (Father’s father):

I am nominated by: (this person must be a current YMAC member – the same Class as the nominee)

                                                                                                                                                         Membership No:                                                                                                         
[Print Name]

Membership No:

 YAM PIL

                                                                  
Allocated following Board endorsement
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Application received: [date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

CHECK ALL INFORMATION ON FORM IS COMPLETE AND CONFIRM THAT 
 -  THE APPLICANT IS NOT ALREADY A YMAC MEMBER 
 -  THE PERSON NOMINATING THE APPLICANT IS A CURRENT YMAC MEMBER OF THE SAME CLASS 

IF APPLICANT ALREADY A YMAC MEMBER:  STEP 1: Regional Office to generate a letter advising the applicant of their date of acceptance as 
a ‘Class’ member, and their membership number.

STEP 2: Letter posted to applicant advising they are current member: [date]  ...........................................................................................................................................  
STEP 3: Regional office retains copy of letter together with the membership application form. No further action required.

APPLICATION INCOMPLETE: [briefly state reason] eg more information required or nominating person not current member

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

STEP 1: Letter posted to applicant advising reason: [date] ....................................................................................................................................................................  
Include with this letter a copy of the incomplete / incorrect application and new ’blank’ Membership Application. Regional Office retains original 
incomplete application. 

STEP 2: Information included in relevant section of Membership Register and database: [date] .............................................................................  
STEP 3: Await re-submission of application. 
STEP 4: When correctly completed application received, commence process under.

APPLICATION COMPLETE: Regional Office to prepare Committee briefing covering all membership applications received and ensure 
‘Membership Applications’ is agenda item for meeting.

Submit for consideration at Regional Committee meeting: [date of meeting]                                                                                                                            

Recommended / Declined [delete as applicable] by Regional Committee: [date of meeting]                                                                                         

Resolution Number:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Submit for endorsement at Board of Directors’ meeting: [date of meeting]                                                                                                                                   
Regional Office to prepare Board briefing and ensure ‘Membership Applications’ is agenda item for meeting 

PLEASE NOTE: Any declined membership application must also be presented to the Board Meeting for endorsement

BoD Resolution Number and details received in Regional Office: [date]                                                                                                                                          
[emailed to Regional Office Managers by EA to CEO]

Accepted by YMAC Board of Directors: [date of meeting]                                                                                                                                                                             

Resolution Number:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

New membership number: [allocated by Regional Office]   No                                                                                                                      /                 /                      
 Date allocated

Membership Register and database updated: [date]                                                                                                                                                                                      

Letter of acceptance posted to applicant: [date]                                                                                            Mail Log No:                                                                     

ACTION FOR REGIONAL OFFICE MANAGERS: 
Following each Board of Directors’ meeting, YMAC Secretary (CEO’s office) to be emailed with advice that both ‘Class’ membership  
register AND database have been updated.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     /                 /                    
 Print Name of Processing Officer Signature of Processing Officer  Date

IMPORTANT

When information completed in ALL sections above

1.  Scan and save Membership Application to GEN063
2.  Post ORIGINAL Membership Application to YMAC Secretary (CEO’s office):
Remember to scan/send both front and back pages Copy to be retained in Regional Offices

                      /                 /                    

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE ONLY
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Native Title
Native Title is the recognition by Australian law that some 

Aboriginal people have rights and interests to their land that 

come from their traditional laws and customs  

Registration Test
Registration Test is where the NNTT assesses a native title 

application against a set of conditions in the Native Title Act  If a 

claim passes the registration test, it becomes a ‘registered claim’ 

and the claimants then get certain procedural rights, like the 

Right to Negotiate 

Right to Negotiate
Right to Negotiate is a procedural right which a claim gets if it 

passes the registration test  Some types of future acts give rise 

to the Right to Negotiate, so whoever wants to do the future act 

has to negotiate with the claimants in good faith  If agreement 

is not reached within six months, and the person wanting to do 

the act has negotiated in good faith, the NNTT can decide that 

the future act can be done without the group’s consent  

Section 66B Applications
Section 66B applications are made to remove or replace 

applicants from a native title claim  An application is made if 

someone is not following the decisions of the community or is 

deceased  

Working Groups
Working Groups are representatives of the claim group elected 

to make decisions on behalf of the claim group  Working group 

members have to act in the best interests of the whole claim 

group, and are responsible for giving information about their 

decisions to the whole claim group 

Key Terms:
Applicants
Applicants are the people who apply for the native title 

determination on behalf of the Claimants  Applicants can sign 

off on big agreements and changes to the claim on behalf of 

the claimants  They must act with the authority of the claim 

group, and they must not go outside of that authority  (see 

“section 66B applications”, below)  

Claimants
Claimants are the people who are claiming to have native title, 

sometimes referred to as ‘the claim group’  Claimants have the 

final say about decisions affecting their claim  

Determination of Native Title
Determination of Native Title is when the Federal Court makes a 

decision about whether or not native title exists  At a successful 

determination, the Federal Court does not give people native 

title – it acknowledges that they have had it all along  

Extinguished 
Extinguished means if native title did exist, it cannot now be 

recognised by Australian law because of acts done, or allowed, 

by the Australian government in the past  

Future Acts
Future Acts are proposed activities or developments that might 

affect native title  Some examples of things that are often 

future acts are: mining tenement applications; compulsory 

acquisitions; building of public infrastructure; and sometimes 

the passing of legislation  

Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA)
Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) is an agreement about 

the use and management of an area of land or waters, made 

between one or more native title groups, and others (such as 

miners, pastoralists, governments)   A registered ILUA is legally 

binding on all native title holders at the time of signing and  

the future 

National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT)
National Native Title Tribunal is set up to try and help people 

resolve issues surrounding native title claims  The Tribunal 

registers native title claims, mediates native title claims under 

the direction of the Federal Court and tries to help people reach 

agreement  It also makes decisions about future acts  
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