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Water compensation a first for Pilbara native title agreement 
 

 
 
Media Release: 20 November 2012 
 
The Kurama and Marthudunera (K&M) native title group today announced the signing of 

an agreement with Iron Ore Holdings Ltd (IOH) over their Buckland Project in the Pilbara 

region of Western Australia.  

 

It is the Pilbara’s first native title agreement to provide payments in respect of the use of 

water and clearance of native vegetation, giving an incentive for IOH to minimise their 

impact on the environment. IOH also showed flexibility in planning their mine footprint in 

order to avoid any impact on culturally sensitive sites near the area.  

 

In addition to strong cultural and environmental protection, the agreement provides 

milestone and production payments, which are now standard features of native title land 

access agreements.  

 

Kurama and Marthudunera Traditional Owner, Cyril Lockyer said, “The important thing 

now is to continue our good working relationship. This area is of great significance to the 

families involved and we want to work closely with Iron Ore Holdings to see these 

sensitive places protected.”  

 

“This unique agreement is due to the genuine good-will and flexibility shown by both 

parties, and recognises the cultural and environmental significance of the area for the 

Traditional Owners. It goes well beyond the requirements of the WA Aboriginal Heritage 

Act by recognising that water and habitat are inextricably linked to cultural values,” said 

Simon Hawkins, CEO of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation.  

 

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the native title representative body for native title 

claims in the Pilbara, Murchison and Gascoyne areas of Western Australia. The organisation has a 

representative area of almost one million square kilometres and represents over 20 native title claims, 

all with their own language, culture and traditions. 
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YMAC is a not-for-profit organisation, run by an Aboriginal Board and provides a range of services to its 

members including claim and future-act representation, heritage protection services, community and 

economic development and natural resource management. 

 

For interviews please contact: 

Amy Cargill | Communications Specialist 

P 08 9268 7014 | F 08 9225 4633 | M 0458 010 483 | acargill@ymac.org.au 

 


