Protection for Sacred Site in Midwest WA

MEDIA RELEASE: 8 November 2012
The Badimia people’s ability to protect one of their most sacred places has recently been given a boost
when the WA State Government dropped an appeal of a decision by the National Native Title Tribunal
(NNTT). Lake Moore, a dry salt lake in the southern Murchison region of WA, has been found to be
culturally significant by the NNTT on several occasions.
The NNTT has repeatedly found that as a site of particular significance, resource exploration licences
that overlap the lake cannot be granted without negotiating with the Badimia people first. The State
appealed the NNTT’s latest decision on the significance of Lake Moore, but recently discontinued the
appeal.
Lake Moore Gypsum, the company seeking an exploration licence, now needs to negotiate with the
Badimia people to reach an agreement about the exploration activities.
Lake Moore, located south of Paynes Find, is a very special area where Badimia families go every year
to hunt, camp, collect bush medicines, and teach young people about their country and culture. Lake
Moore and the surrounding area is not only important as a place for Badimia families to go out on
country, but it is home to very sacred places where ceremonies traditionally took place. ENDS

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the native title representative body for native title
claims in the Pilbara, Murchison and Gascoyne areas of Western Australia. The organisation has a
representative area of almost one million square kilometres and represents over 20 native title claims,
all with their own language, culture and traditions.
YMAC is a not-for-profit organisation, run by an Aboriginal Board and provides a range of services to its
members including claim and future-act representation, heritage protection services, community and
economic development and natural resource management.
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