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Pilbara Native Title Agreement signed with Fortescue Metals Group  
 
Media Release: 4 June 2010  

After more than two years of legal proceedings and ongoing negotiations, Pilbara Traditional 
Owners and Fortescue Metals Group (FMG) have signed a land access agreement covering 
the entirety of the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura (PKKP) native title claim in the Pilbara.   

PKKP Country covers approximately 6,567 square kilometers of land south of Karratha, 
stretching east towards Paraburdoo. There are numerous significant cultural sites in the area 
of the proposed mining operations including:  

• Six registered Aboriginal sites recorded by the Department of Indigenous Affairs 
• Burial and birth sites 
• An initiation ground and law ground 
• A campsite of cultural significance 
• Numerous important waterholes 

The PKKP people actively exercise their native title rights in the area and believe that mining 
in the area will have a detrimental impact on their way of life, culture and traditions.   

Despite losing a High Court appeal in 2009 relating to negotiations with FMG, the PKKP 
people last week signed a native title agreement for FMG’s mining and railway projects on 
their country, in return for financial and non-financial benefits. Financial compensation will be 
managed through a charitable trust, with other benefits under the agreement including: 

• Employment and ongoing training for a minimum of 20 PKKP people.  
• FMG will give preference to PKKP owned or endorsed contractors.   
• Aboriginal cultural inductions and on-going education program for FMG employees.  

 
Sandra Hayes, spokesperson for the PKKP people said, “We are happy to have come to an 
agreement. It has been a long and sometimes difficult process, but we now move forward and 
look to create a partnership between our people and FMG.” 

Simon Hawkins, CEO, Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation said, “In this case, the 
company’s approach to interpreting the Native Title Act meant that Traditional Owners were 
unable to protect their country the way they wanted. Nevertheless, the PKKP People have 
done their best to come to this agreement. The legal process, and its outcome, has been 
extremely distressing for the PKKP People. For that reason we are glad to see a resolution.”  

 

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation  
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the native title representative body for native 
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title claims in the resource-rich Pilbara, Murchison and Gascoyne representative areas of 
Western Australia. The organisation has a representative area of almost one million square 
kilometres and represents 24 native title claims, all with their own language, culture and 
traditions. 

YMAC is run by an Aboriginal Board and provides a range of services to its members 
including native title claim and future-act representation, heritage protection services, 
community development and natural resource management. 
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