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Members of the Kariyarra community with YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins 

and Minister Brendon Grylls



Hello
andwelcome

Welcome to the 15th edition of YMAC 

News, the quarterly newsletter of 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation, 

the native title representative body 

for the Midwest and Pilbara regions of 

Western Australia.

This issue is full of good news, especially 

for the Kariyarra people, who have 

entered into a land deal with the State 

Government that will greatly benefit 

the Traditional Owners of Port Hedland 

while allowing an expansion of the 

town. They have also struck a deal with a 

group of iron ore miners over a proposed 

infrastructure corridor.

Another agreement has been reached 

between the Gnulli people to protect 

heritage at Dampier Salt’s operations in 

their country.

In this issue we are pleased to be able 

to highlight some of the achievements 
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of our talented and dedicated staff 

members, including Ms. Nyaparu Rose, 

who has been awarded for her work on 

the Pilbara Sea Country Plan.

On page 6 you can read about the 

Banjima people’s decision to form 

one native title group instead of two 

overlapping claims. We wish the 

Banjima people the best of luck with 

their ongoing trial in the Federal Court. 

An issue that we feel strongly about is 

amending the Australian constitution 

to recognise Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people. An extract of our 

submission to the Government on this 

issue is included on page 10.

Please enjoy this issue of YMAC news 

and we hope to see all members at 

the Annual Regional Meetings this 

November.

Yamatji Chairperson, Peter Windie

Corporate updates: Annual 
Regional Meetings, new heritage 
procedures and new Perth office 
mailing address
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A significant agreement was signed in August between the 

Kariyarra people and the WA State Government which will 

pave the way for much needed residential and commercial 

development of land in the Town of Port Hedland. 

The agreement will provide the Kariyarra people, whose native 

title claim includes Port Hedland, with a significant stake in 

the future development of the town.

The Department of Regional Development and Lands (DRDL) 

has agreed to transfer a number of parcels of land to the 

Kariyarra people, in exchange for their consent to the release 

of land within the South Hedland townsite and port of Port 

Hedland. 

Under the agreement, a total of around 5,000 hectares of land 

will be transferred to the Kariyarra people.

Key features of the agreement include the transfer of 

10 hectares of freehold land in South Hedland suitable 

for residential development and land at 12 Mile for rural 

residential development. 

Native Title Agreement  
paves the way for

development in

(Continued on pg. 4)

Port Hedland

Kariyarra community members Donny Wilson, Diana Robinson and Kerry Robinson with 
Regional Development and Lands Minister Brendon Grylls
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The Kariyarra people will also share in the 

profits from the sale of lots developed 

within the broader agreement area.

The Kariyarra people will also gain 

management of several extensive 

reserves, which include important 

cultural sites. 

Kariyarra community members  

Kerry and Diana Robinson said, “This 

agreement will finally give us a say over 

what happens on our country in line 

with our traditional customs. 

There is the potential to build housing 

and investments and new opportunities 

for our young people to benefit into the 

future. The agreement will also mean 

that we can practice our law and culture 

on country.”

Under the agreement DRDL will 

undertake a full due diligence report 

to ensure that development of the 

land is viable over the long term and 

ensure maximum benefits flow directly 

to current and future generations of 

Traditional Owners.

The Kariyarra people have also secured a 

commitment from DRDL to commence 

further negotiations within the next six 

months on a comprehensive agreement 

for future residential and commercial 

land developments in the port area and 

in South Hedland. 

This future agreement promises to 

provide a more effective long term 

strategy for regional development, 

cultural heritage protection and natural 

resource management.

YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins said, “We’re 

very pleased that the State has agreed 

to negotiate a comprehensive deal with 

the Kariyarra people over residential 

and commercial development in Port 

Hedland. 

“We look forward to negotiating an 

agreement that builds on this fantastic 

outcome to ensure the speedy release 

of land in the future, recognising that 

the Kariyarra people have an interest in 

the development of the town. 

“This will be a platform for the 

community’s economic security and 

growth into the future. YMAC is very

proud to have helped deliver this 

outcome to the Kariyarra people.”

This agreement is evidence that 

Traditional Owners are actively working 

with the State Government to help 

develop new affordable housing options 

for all residents.

continued from pg. 3

Native Title Agreement  
paves the way fordevelopment in

Port Hedland

 The Kariyarra people have an 
interest in the development of 

the town. This will be a platform 
for the community’s economic 
security and growth in the 
future. 
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In August this year, Traditional Owners signed an agreement 

with Rio Tinto’s Dampier Salt to protect Indigenous heritage in 

WA’s Midwest.

The signing ceremony between the Gnulli native title claim 

group and Rio Tinto took place at Dampier Salts Lake Macleod 

operation, some 100 kilometres north of Carnarvon.

The agreement signed between the two parties establishes 

guidelines on the protection of Indigenous culture, and 

importantly, the consultation of Traditional Owners on all 

heritage matters in the area.

Lake Macleod is of special cultural significance to the Gnulli 

people, whose traditional country covers approximately 87,876 

square kilometers of land and sea; including the towns of 

Carnarvon, Coral Bay and Exmouth. 

Lake Macleod is the westernmost lake in Australia and 

recognised as a wetland of national importance due to the 

abundance of birdlife and the fact that the lake is periodically 

inundated by freshwater.

Baiyungu Traditional Owner and Gnulli chairperson, Paul Baron, 

is pleased to see agreement reached between his people and 

Dampier Salt. “The Gnulli native title group has been working 

for some time to establish the protection of Indigenous 

heritage surrounding the Dampier Salt operation and were 

happy that this agreement will formalise the safeguard of our 

cultural heritage.”

YMAC is looking forward to both parties developing a mutually 

beneficial relationship into the future. 

“Today’s agreement between the Gnulli community and 

Rio Tinto signals the beginning of an important step in the 

relationship; one of developing a respectful connection that 

will flourish. 

“Maintaining a positive relationship with Aboriginal people 

on traditional lands is important for companies wanting to do 

business on country and we look forward to further long-term 

outcomes in relation to employment, training and contracting 

opportunities for the development and advancement of local 

Indigenous people,” said YMAC CEO, Simon Hawkins.

Gnulli community members with CEO Simon Hawkins at Lake MacLeod

Agreement to protect
Gnulli heritage
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The Banjima people
moving forward 
together

Single Banjima Claim

In June 2011 the Banjima people of the 
former Innawonga Bunjima (IB) claim 
and the Martu Idja Bunjima (MIB) people 
agreed to join together in one single 
Banjima native title claim.

The combination of the two claims into 
one has removed an overlap between 
the claim areas.

YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins said of the 
combination, “This was a very difficult 
decision for the Banjima people. 
Although it hasn’t been easy, and there is 
a lot of work ahead, they are now able to 
work together for native title outcomes 
that will benefit all Banjima people.”

Banjima on-country trial

Preparation for the trial was held in June 
to help prepare witnesses for what to 
expect at trial. This process was very 
important as it helped witnesses gain an 
understanding of the whole trial process 
and answer any questions they may 
have had.

The on-country trial before Justice Barker 
was held from 3 to 20 July in various 
locations throughout the Banjima Claim 
Area, mostly in and around Karijini 
National Park.

The trial was an opportunity for Banjima 
claimants to show the strength of 
their connection to country and was a 
powerful experience for all concerned.

Moving Forward

The trial process will continue in 
December 2011 when experts will be 
called to give further evidence.

YMAC congratulates the Banjima people 
on coming together in a spirit of co-
operation so that future generations of 
Banjima people can benefit from all the 
hard work being done today.

Special thanks go to the witnesses and 
their families for all their hard work for 
the good of Banjima people and country. 
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Karijini National Park

news I 7



Nyaparu Rose, a proud Nyangumarta 

woman and YMAC Senior Community 

Liaison Officer, has won the prestigious 

Leighton Holdings Indigenous Award at 

the 2011 Western Australian Landcare 

Awards.

Nyaparu has been recognised for her 

hard work in facilitating traditional 

owner representation in coastal and 

marine management issues in the 

Pilbara, where she drove the creation of 

the Pilbara Indigenous Marine Reference 

Group (PIMRG). 

The PIMRG, with support from YMAC 

and Rangelands NRM (WA), met several 

times in order to establish a vision, goals, 

and priorities for the development of a 

Pilbara Sea Country Plan.  The vision 

of the Pilbara Sea Country Plan is to 

have “One voice to achieve a clean and 

healthy coastal and marine environment, 

for use and benefit of current and future 

generations.”

This plan will provide a solid local 

basis for active engagement of Pilbara 

Traditional Owners in the stewardship 

of their coastal and marine rights and 

interests.

“Winning this award was a big surprise to 

me. Thank you to Leighton Holdings and 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 

for nominating me for this award,” said  

Nyaparu Rose.

Ms. Rose is not the only YMAC team 

member to be recognised for their vision 

and hard work. YMAC In-House Legal  

Counsel Dr. Carolyn Tan was this year 

awarded her PhD  from the University 

of Western Australia, and anthropologist 

Carmen Cummings completed 

a Graduate Certificate in Applied 

Anthropology (Native Title and Cultural 

Heritage) from the same university. Both 

of these women completed their studies 

while maintaining busy work schedules 

at YMAC.

Lawyer Colin McKellar was recently 

awarded a scholarship to pursue a Master 

of Laws (LLM) in Mineral Law and Policy 

at the Centre for Energy, Petroleum and 

Mineral Law and Policy at the University 

YMAC 

of Dundee in Scotland. He is already 

missed in the SouthHedland office, but 

YMAC looks forward to his return in 2012 

with increased knowledge and skills. 

Anthropologist Linda Geddes, who 

usually works from YMAC’s Karratha 

office, is currently engaged in the 

Australian National University’s Centre 

for Native Title Anthropology Writing 

Fellowship.  Linda is currently researching 

an issue related to the practice of native 

title anthropology in order to pursue 

the Centre’s goal of forging stronger 

links between academic and applied 

anthropological work.  

Congratulations to these YMAC staff 

members who continually use their 

talents to advance the interests 

of YMAC’s clients and Indigenous 

Australians generally.Leighton Holdings Indigenous Award winner Nyaparu Rose with Governor 

Malcolm McCusker and Heather Campbell, Landcare Australia CEO.

achievements
staff

news I 8



Agreement 
Port Hedland 

over

infrastructure

In August, Pilbara Traditional Owners entered into an agreement 

with a group of junior iron ore miners over a proposed 

infrastructure corridor to Port Hedland.

The agreement allows for the construction of railways, roads 

and pipelines through the Kariyarra people’s traditional country 

to the industrial port facilities at Port Hedland.

The North West Iron Ore Alliance (NWIOA), which is made 

up of Atlas Iron Ltd, Brockman Resources Ltd and FerrAus 

Ltd, has agreed to provide the Kariyarra people with financial 

compensation including annual payments to be used 

exclusively for training and cultural activities. 

The agreement also includes the ambitious target of providing 

12% of the NWIOA’s annual employment opportunities to 

Kariyarra people. This goal is to be actively pursued and 

monitored by a liaison committee of NWIOA and Kariyarra 

representatives.  

The agreement ensures engagement of the Kariyarra people 

over heritage issues by guaranteeing that heritage surveys will 

be carried out through Marapikurrinya, a Kariyarra company 

with several years experience in providing heritage services. 

YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins said, “This agreement is yet more 

proof that Traditional Owners can work with industry to achieve 

positive outcomes for all involved. NWIOA and the Kariyarra 

people have shown that they are serious about involving 

Kariyarra people in this project, through a high employment 

target, heritage service provision, and an active liaison 

committee. 

“Since the native title group will also receive a percentage of 

iron ore hauled through their country, this agreement provides 

an excellent development opportunity for the Kariyarra people, 

as they will have an important stake in this project from 

beginning to end.”

Kariyarra Country
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The Australian Government has 

appointed an expert panel to consult 

with the public about reforming the 

Australian Constitution to recognise 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. 

The panel is Co-Chaired by Professor 

Patrick Dodson and Mr Mark Leibler 

AC and is made up of 22 respected 

individuals, including Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander and community 

leaders, constitutional experts and 

parliamentary members.

Since May this year the panel has been 

holding consultative forums across 

the country to talk with Aboriginal and 

non-Aboriginal community leaders 

and members of the general public 

about their ideas for reforming the 

Constitution. 

YMAC staff and board members have 

attended forums in Perth, Port Hedland 

and the Northern Territory for the chance 

to learn about the constitutional reform 

process and exchange ideas with panel 

members and community members on 

how best to reflect the unique status 

of Australia’s first inhabitants in the 

constitution. 

YMAC’s Board of Directors is 

contributing a submission to the panel 

for their consideration when making 

a recommendation to the Federal 

Government. In the submission, the 

Board expresses,

“We believe the Constitution should 

recognise the cultural vitality of 

contemporary Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islanders, despite their long 

experience of colonization and 

dispossession.  In addition, recognition 

should be given to Traditional Owners’ 

special ongoing connection to country 

and their rights to protect and care for 

their ancestral lands.  

“This recognition should be incorporated 

into a preamble... A strong statement of 

recognition at the commencement of 

the document will shape the character 

and interpretation of the Constitution 

and stand as a powerful expression of 

reconciliation between Aboriginal and 

non-Aboriginal Australians.”

YMAC endorses
Constitutional recognition

They also add, “In order to be meaningful, 

any amendment to the Constitution 

should be more than just symbolic and 

offer real legal protection for Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples.”

By December 2011 the expert panel will 

report to the Australian Government 

advising of its options for formally 

recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples in the Constitution. 

To learn more please visit www.

youmeunity.org.au 

 any amendment to the 
Constitution should be more 

than just symbolic and offer real 
legal protection for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples
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Corporate News
Annual Regional Meetings

Each year YMAC holds two Annual Regional Meetings 

(ARMs), one in each representative region. The ARMs are an 

opportunity for YMAC members to meet with their Regional 

Committee and members of YMAC’s Executive Management 

Team and discuss YMAC’s operations and achievements of 

the past year.

This year’s ARMs will be held on:

Saturday, 19 November 2011, Shire Hall, Meekatharra

Saturday, 26 November 2011, J.D. Hardie Centre,   
South Hedland

All YMAC members are eligible and encouraged to attend their 

relevant ARM. Meeting notices will be sent to all members in 

October. Please contact your nearest YMAC office for more 

information on the ARMs.

Are you a YMAC member?

YMAC membership is open to all adult Yamatji and Marlpa 

people, including people who live in other areas but who 

have a traditional connection to country. Everyone who is 

part of a native title claim represented by YMAC is entitled to 

become a member of YMAC.

Only members are eligible to become Regional Committee 

members, who represent the concerns and interests of the 

different communities in their region.

YMAC members also receive information from YMAC on a 

regular basis, such as newsletters and community guides.

Membership forms are available from www.ymac.org.au or 

from any of our offices. 

New Perth mailing address

Effective immediately, the new mailing address for YMAC’s 

Perth office is:

PO Box 3072, 249 Hay Street

East Perth WA 6892

Our street address remains the same. Please update your 

records accordingly. 

New heritage procedure

As part of our commitment to constantly improve our services, 

YMAC has created a new Heritage Survey Request Form for 

all proponents wishing to undertake heritage surveys in the 

claim areas we represent. 

The new Heritage Survey Request Form was created to 

improve the efficiency of our heritage services. Proponents 

requesting heritage surveys now have a single form listing 

all of YMAC’s requirements to begin planning a heritage 

survey for the earliest possible date. It is designed to assist 

proponents meet their requirements under their heritage 

agreements in a way that is clear and straightforward for all 

parties. 

To coincide with the new Heritage Survey Request Form 

YMAC has launched a new email address heritage@ymac.

org.au where all heritage survey requests can be lodged. 

This email address will  help prevent any delays in processing 

heritage survey requests and provide a single place for 

proponents to send material to ensure it is processed as 

efficiently as possible. 

Heritage Survey Request Forms are available for download at 

www.ymac.org.au.
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YAMATJI
REGION

MARLPA 
REGION

MEMBERSHIP
YMAC membership is open to all adult (18+ 
years) Yamatji and Marlpa people.

Our membership also includes people who 
live in other areas but who have a traditional 
connection to Yamatji or Marlpa country.

SERVICES
Our work includes:
•  Providing legal representation and research 

to assist with native title claims
• Negotiating land use agreements
• Heritage protection services
• Community, economic and environmental 

projects

SUBSCRIBE
Get YMAC News delivered to you!
To join our mailing list, visit:
www.ymac.org.au or contact your local  
YMAC office.

GERALDTON
171 Marine Tce Geraldton WA
PO Box 2119 Geraldton WA 6531
T: (08) 9965 6222  F: (08) 9964 5646

SOUTH HEDLAND
3 Brand Street South Hedland WA
PO Box 2252 South Hedland WA 6722
T: (08) 9172 5433   F: (08) 9140 1277

KARRATHA
Unit 4/5, 26 -32 DeGrey Place Karratha WA
PO Box 825 Karratha WA 6714
T: (08) 9144 2866  F: (08) 9144 2795
 
TOM PRICE
Shop 2, 973 Central Road Tom Price WA
PO Box 27 Tom Price WA 6751
T: (08) 9188 1722  F: (08) 9188 1996

PERTH
Level 2, 16 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA
PO Box 3072, 249 Hay St, East Perth WA 6892
T: (08) 9268 7000 F: (08) 9225 4633

www.ymac.org.au

FREECALL: 1300 7 12345

CONTACT US
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ABOUT US
YMAC News is produced by the Yamatji Marlpa 
Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC).

We are the native title representative body for 
native title claims in the Murchison, Gascoyne 
and Pilbara regions of Western Australia.

We work with Yamatji and Marlpa (Pilbara) 
Aboriginal people to pursue:

•  Recognition and acceptance of Yamatji and 
Marlpa culture in country

•  A strong future for Yamatji and Marlpa 
people and country
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