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Hello
andwelcome

Welcome to the 14th edition of YMAC 

News, the quarterly newsletter of the 

native title representative body for the 

Midwest and Pilbara regions of Western 

Australia.

In this issue we are very pleased to be 

able to report on some agreements 

that have been the result of many years 

of hard work by Traditional Owners and 

YMAC staff .

These agreements, which have been 

widely reported in the media, are 

between four Pilbara native title groups 

and Rio Tinto Iron Ore.

Inside you will find more information 

about these agreements, as well as a 

closer look at the four claim groups that 

have entered into the agreements. The 
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photos in this section (pages1, 3-7) are 

courtesy of Aaron Bunch.

YMAC has been busy trying to influence 

federal legislation that will affect 

Traditional Owners. Information about 

YMAC’s work on the proposed carbon 

farming scheme is on page 8. 

On pages 9 and 10 are stories about 

how YMAC is getting  information about 

native title and Aboriginal rights out to 

the wider community, through our new 

Community Guide and participation 

in this year’s National Native Title 

Conference.

We hope you enjoy this editon of YMAC 

news and look forward to having even 

more to report on in the next issue. 

Yamatji Chairperson, Peter Windie
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Four Pilbara native title claim groups have 

signed Australia’s most comprehensive 

native title agreements with Rio Tinto.

The agreements are a result of extensive 

negotiations between the four groups, 

represented by YMAC, and Rio Tinto Iron 

Ore group.

The final agreement gives Rio Tinto surety 

for its operations in the area covered by 

the four native title claim groups;

•     Nyiyaparli

•     Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura

•     Kuruma and Marthudunera

•     Ngarlawangga (northern part of      

      claim area).

operations at Brockman 4, Mesa A, Mesa 

J, Hope Downs, as well as any future Rio 

Tinto mines in the native title claim areas.

Under the agreement, the four native title 

claim groups have negotiated a range of 

economic and non-economic benefits. 

These include an income stream from 

mining on their lands, training and job 

opportunities, access to contracts for 

services for Rio Tinto and support for 

environmental and heritage activities. 

The agreement also includes mining 

exclusion zones that recognize the 

importance of significant sites such as 

burial and ceremonial sites, as well as 

important water holes and ecologically 

sensitive areas.  

     The real 
work starts 

now to 
implement 

the 
agreements.

Historic Agreement  
betweenPilbara Traditional Owners 

and Rio Tinto Iron Ore
The total area involved in the 

agreement is about 70,000 square 

kilometres and includes mining 

(Continued on pg. 4)

Members of the Ngarlawangga community 
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Historic Agreement
for Pilbara Traditional 

Owners
YMAC Chief Executive Officer Simon Hawkins said the four 

Aboriginal groups had worked tirelessly to reach agreement with 

Rio Tinto.

“The signing of these agreements is recognition of the 

professional way in which the parties have been able to work 

together to get the best outcomes,” he said. 

“Through the negotiations, the native title groups now have an 

established relationship with Rio Tinto Iron Ore that they can 

build on for their future.

“The real work starts now to implement the agreements 

and ensure the native title claim groups benefit from their 

commitment,” he said. 

Mr Hawkins said rigorous corporate governance and benefit 

management structures were being put in place to underpin the 

implementation of the agreements. 

This includes the establishment of four local Aboriginal 

corporations to manage the agreements for each group and 

a broader regional corporation to advance the interests of 

Traditional Owners in the Pilbara.  

Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAS) will be signed later 

this year between the four native title groups, Rio Tinto and the 

state government, with an on-country celebration planned for 

late 2011. 

continued from pg. 3

Women of the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura Community
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Each of the four Pilbara Native Title Claim groups that have recently entered into comprehensive land access agreements with Rio 
Tinto Iron Ore (RTIO) has its own unique identity, culture and country.  The Nyiyaparli,  Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura, Kuruma and 
Marthudunera, and Ngarlawangga people have worked hard over the past several years to negotiate agreements with RTIO that are 
right for their country and their communites’ aspirations. 

Kuruma and Marthudunera (KM)
Kuruma and Marthudunera (KM) country 

covers 15,717 square kilometres of land in the 

west Pilbara region. The country is situated 

south of Karratha and includes the mining 

town of Pannawonica.

KM country includes the pastoral stations of 

Red Hill, Yalleen and Yarraloola. Important 

features of the land are the Robe River, Mt 

Amy and the western edge of the Hamersley 

Ranges.  

The KM community consists of about 500 

members who live in towns such as Onslow, 

Karratha and Roebourne.

“I feel now the signing is completed we can 
move forward and build on our relationship 
with Rio to progress the agreement for our 
communities’ future. We also need to keep 
our important places on country protected 
for future generations; it’s our responsibility 
to pass on our heritage and culture to the 
children.” Neil Finlay, Kurama and Marthudunera elder

Now the signing is completed we can move 
forward and build on our relationship 
with Rio to progress the agreement for our 
communities’ future.  -Elaine James, KM elder

Elaine James, KM elder

“Our country is alive; I need to look after it like the old people taught me. We have talked to Rio about the places on our country that need 
protection, like water holes, rainmaking sites and burial grounds, and now this agreement will mean that we sit down together and talk 
about their plans on our country and how we protect our special places from mining.” 

Neil Finlay, KM elder 
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Historic Agreement
for Pilbara Traditional 

Owners

Maisey Hyland, Ngarlawangga Community Member

Ngarlawangga
Ngarlawangga country covers 6,901 square 

kilometres of land in the east Pilbara region. The 

country lies to the south of the mining town of 

Newman and east of Paraburdoo.

Ngarlawangga country includes parts of the 

Ashburton and Angelo Rivers, Turee Creek and the 

pastoral leases of Bulloo Downs and Prairie Downs. 

The Ngarlawangga community consists of about 

100 members who currently live at the Aboriginal 

community of Wakathuni, or in towns such as Tom 

Price, Onslow, Karratha and South Hedland.

“I’m glad the negotiations have come to end and 
we can now move forward.

Through the agreement I hope to see a lot more 
opportunity for our younger generation in higher 
education and employment so they can achieve 
what our old people didn’t have the chance to.”   

“I hope this agreement will make it easier for me and my community to get a foot in the door when it comes to employment. The 
agreement has been talked about for seven years now and I’m looking forward to seeing some outcomes in health, education and 
employment.” 

Maisey Hyland, Ngarlawangga community member

I hope to see a lot more opportunity for our 
younger generation in higher education 
and employment.
-Maisey Hyland, Ngarlawangga community member

news I 6



Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura 
(PKKP) 

Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura (PKKP) country 

covers 6,566 square kilometres of land in the west 

Pilbara region, and is situated between the towns of 

Onslow and Paraburdoo.

PKKP country includes features such as Mt Stuart, 

Mt Brockman, Boolgeeda and Duck Creek, which is 

of particular significance to the community. 

There are no towns in PKKP country, with most of 

the 200 community members living in towns such 

as Carnarvon, Onslow and Roebourne. 

“The signing between PKKP and Rio Tinto is a 
significant mark for the group to grow and enable a 
sustainable future for the people.

This agreement also provides PKKP with an 
opportunity to be involved in protecting, monitoring 
and recording our significant sites and other Mitchell and Terry Drage, PKKP community members
heritage matters that are important to us and gives us our identity.

While the signing is important it comes with a tinge of sadness because many of our elders who started this journey have now passed 
away.” 

Sandra Hayes, PKKP community member

Nyiyaparli
Nyiyaparli country covers 36,684 square kilometres 

of land in the east Pilbara region and includes the 

mining town of Newman. 

Nyiyaparli country has many spectacular 

features including Mt Divide, Mt Newman and 

Eagle Rock Falls. The Fortescue River also runs 

through Nyiyaparli country, with the surrounding 

marshes and Weeli Wolli Creek being of particular 

significance to the Nyiyaparli people. 

The Nyiyaparli community has about 300 members 

who reside in and around their traditional country, 

including the towns of Newman, Tom Price, South 

Hedland and Onslow. 

“It’s been a hard journey for us, we have sat at the 
table talking about whether to agree to this.  

“It’s really good that we did the deal and have a 
partnership with Rio Tinto and we would like to 
better the future for our people.” 

Natalie Parker, Nyiyaparli community memberGordon Yuline, Nyiyaparli elder
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On 8 June, YMAC Co-Chairperson Peter 

Windie travelled to Parliament House 

in Canberra to represent YMAC at a 

national roundtable to discuss the Federal 

Government’s proposed Carbon Farming 

Initiative. 

Mr. Windie joined Traditional Owners from 

diverse areas across Australia, ranging 

from Cape York in Queensland to Alice 

Springs and the Goldfields of WA. 

The Carbon Farming Initiative is a carbon 

offsets scheme being established by 

the Federal Government which aims to 

create new economic opportunities for 

landholders and to help the environment 

by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Under the proposed scheme, the 

Government will issue carbon credits 

for projects that store carbon or reduce 

the amount of carbon escaping into the 

atmosphere. 

The Government is looking at ways to 

protect native title rights and interests 

under the Carbon Farming Initiative to 

make sure that Traditional Owners, and 

Aboriginal people more broadly, can 

make the most of opportunities under the 

scheme.  

“Carbon farming opens up a lot of 

possibilities for native title holders outside 

of the mining industry,” said Mr. Windie.

YMAC has lobbied the Government 

strongly to make sure native title holders 

are involved in any decision-making 

processes and can benefit from the 

scheme through business opportunities 

and employment. 

A Parliamentary Committee has been set 

up and is currently consulting Traditional 

YMAC 

Owners about these issues. 

The roundtable attended by Mr. Windie 

was part of this consultation process.  

There will also be regional consultations 

in the coming months. YMAC will provide 

details of any sessions in our region on our 

website as they become available. 

“Traditional Owners should attend 

the regional consultations to educate 

themselves about opportunities coming 

up with carbon farming and to let the 

Government know if they have concerns,” 

said Mr. Windie.

For more information on carbon farming 

go to the Department of Climate Change 

and Energy Efficiency website: http://

www.climatechange.gov.au/cfi  

YMAC Co-Chair Peter Windie at Parliament House

Carbon farming
talks
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YMAC has recently released a guide 

for the community on native title and 

YMAC services.

YMAC’s new Community Guide is 

the most comprehensive guide to 

understanding native title and our 

services that YMAC has ever produced. 

Native Title is a very complex area of law 

and it can be difficult to understand how 

the Native Title Act, case law, government 

policy and heritage laws fit together. 

YMAC’s new Community Guide brings 

together what claimants need to know 

about native title along with a guide to 

the non-native title services offered by 

YMAC in a way that is clear and easy to 

understand.

The YMAC Community Guide will be 

sent out to all YMAC members this 

month. Members should make sure 

that YMAC has their current address to 

ensure that they receive their copy. Any 

non-YMAC member can request a copy 

by contacting one of our offices. 

An electronic version is also available 

from YMAC’s website www.ymac.org.au. 

The electronic version contains sections 

that can be downloaded individually, on 
About YMAC, Native Title, Research and 

Heritage, Future Acts, Travel Allowance, 

Membership Form and Key Terms.

YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins said, “This 

publication was requested by our Board 

Of Directors, who feel it is important that 

the community have a single document 

that explains native title and YMAC 

and communities. This can also be a 

tool for teaching younger generations 

about native title and the opportunities 

available through their land council.”

services. The publication also answers the 

most frequently asked questions from 

our clients about native title. 

“The more native title claimants 

understand the complex process of 

native title, the better they will be able to 

make the right decisions for their families 

New publication for
Traditional Owners

YMAC Community Guide
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Several YMAC staff and Board members 

attended this year’s annual Native Title 

conference co-hosted by the Australian 

Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Studies (AIATSIS) and the 

Queensland South Native Title Service. 

The theme of the conference was “Our 

country, our future” and it was held in 

Brisbane on the traditional lands of the 

Turrbal, Jagera, Yuggera and Ugurapul 

peoples. 

The conference included addresses 

and panel discussions by some of the 

foremost advocates, academics, thinkers 

and leaders in native title and Aboriginal 

affairs today. 

In addition to speeches, there were 

panel discussions, Indigenous talking 

circles and workshops for the delegates 

to attend and participate in. 

There were also several performances 

by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 

dance troupes and musicians for the 

delegates to enjoy.

YMAC had a strong presence at the 

conference, with several staff and 

board members making valuable and 

memorable contributions. Co-chair of 

the Board Mrs. Doris Eaton participated 

in a productive panel for an Indigenous 

women’s talking circle, discussing issues 

faced in common by Indigenous women 

all over the country. 

Peter Windie, co-chair of the Board 

of Directors, Nyaparu Rose, senior 

community liaison officer and Samantha 

Rosenfeld, communications officer gave 

a panel presentation entitled “Aboriginal 

heritage in WA: the past is still present” 

in which they discussed experiences in 

protecting heritage and the need for 

reforms to the Aboriginal Heritage Act. 

Simon Hawkins, CEO gave a presentation 

entitled “Raising Standards: Negotiating 

native title agreements for long 

term success” which focused on the 

agreements recently reached between 

Rio Tinto and four traditional owner 

groups in the Pilbara. 

Pilbara claim lawyer Penny Muecke 

facilitated a discussion on “Dealing 

with mining and exploration leases” in 

which participants discussed mining 

agreement negotiations and joint 

venture projects with Aboriginal 

corporations.

YMAC at the National 
Native Title Conference

Other topics discussed at the conference 

included constitutional recognition for 

Indigenous people, the new carbon 

market and how it may affect native title, 

and the challenges and experiences of 

Prescribed Bodies Corporate.

Peter Windie said, “The conference 

was a good opportunity for staff and 

Board members to network and meet 

people from all walks of life from all 

over Australia who are interested in 

Aboriginal peoples’ rights. We were able 

to share the good things that YMAC has 

accomplished while finding out about 

what is happening in different parts of 

the country.”

Nyaparu Rose speaking about heritage at the AIATSIS 

National Native Title Conference 2011
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a

YMACdirector

Natalie is a Nyiyaparli woman from the 

central Pilbara region who is well known in 

the community for her leadership capacity. 

Natalie represents her community on 

the board of the Gumula Aboriginal 

Corporation, Gumula Enterprises Pty Ltd, 

Meta Maya Aboriginal Corporation as well 

as being the first female co-chair of YMAC.

Natalie enjoys camping on country 

and spending quality time with her 

grandchildren.  Her aspirations for the 

future include improvements in health, 

education and economic opportunities for 

Aboriginal people, and to see recognition 

of culture and a strong future for all.

Meet 

Yamatji Board Member, Roy BellottiPilbara Board  Member, Natalie Parker

Roy is a Malgana man who has lived and 

worked in the Gascoyne region all his life.  

Roy has deep connections to the world 

heritage listed Shark Bay area, where his 

grandmother and father were both born. 

He enjoys the outdoors and regularly 

camps, hunts and fishes on his country.  

He has been a member of the Yamatji 

Regional Committee since November 2004 

and served as YMAC’s Chairperson from 

February 2008 to December 2010, when he 

took on the role of Deputy Chairperson. 

Roy is well known in the community for 

his leadership capacity and ability to unite 

people.

Natalie Parker Roy Bellotti
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YAMATJI
REGION

MARLPA 
REGION

MEMBERSHIP
YMAC membership is open to all adult (18+ 
years) Yamatji and Marlpa people.

Our membership also includes people who 
live in other areas but who have a traditional 
connection to Yamatji or Marlpa country.

SERVICES
Our work includes:
•  Providing legal representation and research 

to assist with native title claims
• Negotiating land use agreements
• Heritage protection services
• Community, economic and environmental 

projects

SUBSCRIBE
Get YMAC News delivered to you!
To join our mailing list, visit:
www.ymac.org.au or contact your local  
YMAC office.

GERALDTON
171 Marine Tce Geraldton WA
PO Box 2119 Geraldton WA 6531
T: (08) 9965 6222  F: (08) 9964 5646

SOUTH HEDLAND
3 Brand Street South Hedland WA
PO Box 2252 South Hedland WA 6722
T: (08) 9172 5433   F: (08) 9140 1277

KARRATHA
Unit 4/5, 26 -32 DeGrey Place Karratha WA
PO Box 825 Karratha WA 6714
T: (08) 9144 2866  F: (08) 9144 2795
 
TOM PRICE
Shop 2, 973 Central Road Tom Price WA
PO Box 27 Tom Price WA 6751
T: (08) 9188 1722  F: (08) 9188 1996

PERTH
Level 2, 16 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA
PO Box 3072 Adelaide Tce Perth WA 6832
T: (08) 9268 7000 F: (08) 9225 4633

www.ymac.org.au

FREECALL: 1300 7 12345

CONTACT US

news

ABOUT US
YMAC News is produced by the Yamatji Marlpa 
Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC).

We are the native title representative body for 
native title claims in the Murchison, Gascoyne 
and Pilbara regions of Western Australia.

We work with Yamatji and Marlpa (Pilbara) 
Aboriginal people to pursue:

•  Recognition and acceptance of Yamatji and 
Marlpa culture in country

•  A strong future for Yamatji and Marlpa 
people and country
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