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In July, the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and 
Pinikura native title group celebrated a 
win in the National Native Title Tribunal. 
The Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura native title group and 
Wintawari Gurama Aboriginal Corporation proved that mining 
company, Fortescue Metals Group (FMG) failed to negotiate in 
good faith and fulfil its duty under the Native Title Act 1993.

The win was over a mining tenement, 65 kilometres west of 
Tom Price. The area covered part of Puutu Kunti Kurrama and 
Pinikura’s country and the native title determination area of the 
Wintawari Gurama Aboriginal Corporation.

Donna Meyer, Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura Traditional 
Owner, said that it was a hard fought battle, but that her 
community was very happy. 

“We are constantly being pushed and pulled by the whims of 
mining companies and I feel this is not only a victory for our 
country and people but for our ancestors who handed us this 
land to take care of,” said Donna.

PNTS Chairperson, Doris Eaton said she was pleased that the 
group had stayed strong throughout the process. 

“I hope this sends a message out to mining companies to come 
to the table in good faith and negotiate a fair outcome with the 
Traditional Owners of that country,” she said.

FMG are currently appealing against the Tribunal’s findings that 
they did not negotiate in good faith with Puutu Kunti Kurrama 
and Pinikura. 
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Above: PNTS Deputy Principal Legal Officer, Shaz Rind, congratulates PNTS Regional Manager, Nyaparu Jeffries on the win.  
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Welcome to the fourth edition of PNTS News. 

As Regional Manager, I encourage our members to attend one of the October workshops 
about the changes to the land council’s constitution.  It’s important to be involved in these 
discussions and have your say on how your land council runs. 

This edition also talks about PNTS being governed by an Aboriginal Board for Aboriginal 
people, the need for the State Government to provide funding for uranium education, the 
Co-Chairs of the Board’s visit to Cape York and Pilbara elders giving preservation evidence 
before the Federal Court.

Enjoy reading our newsletter and please pass it on to friends and family, or call us to get a 
copy delivered to you. 

Message from Pilbara Regional Manager 
Nyaparu Jeffries
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This October, Pilbara 
Native Title Service 
(PNTS) will be holding 
community consultation 
workshops to talk 
about changes to 
the organisation’s 
constitution. 
The changes are being made because 
of new government legislation about the 
way Aboriginal Corporations are run.  The 
consultation workshops are a chance 
for native title claimants and members 
to learn about the proposed changes.  
A special general meeting to vote on 
the changes will be held in Exmouth 
in November.  Meeting details will be 
available closer to the date.

For more information on the  
Corporations Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Act (CATSIA) visit: www.oric.gov.
au or phone 1800 622 431

 

  

 Community Workshops: 

   South Hedland
   Date: Thursday, 9 October
   Venue: ICC Conference Room
   3 Brand Street, South Hedland
   Time: 9am to 12 noon 

   Tom Price
   Date: Friday, 10 October
   Venue: Sports Pavilion
   Time: 9am to 12 noon 

   Karratha
   Date: Monday, 13 October  
   Venue: Millers Well Pavilion
   Time: 9am to 12 noon 
   

Onslow
Date:  Tuesday, 14 October 
Venue: Onslow Sports Club
Time: 9am to 12 noon 

Special General Meeting for    
Members
Date: Saturday, 8 November 
Venue: Exmouth 
Meeting details available closer to the 
date. 

If you have any questions or want to 
confirm your attendance please contact 
Pilbara Native Title Service:
Freecall: 1300 7 12345
Tel: (08) 9172 5433

PNTS is not funded to pay travel allowance for 
the attendance of members at the consultation 
workshops, although morning tea is provided. 

Your Land Council, Your Say

Above:  Pilbara landscape.
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Pilbara Native Title 
Service (PNTS) is run 
for Aboriginal people by 
an Aboriginal Regional 
Committee and Board of 
Directors.   
PNTS is part of the Yamatji Marlpa Barna 
Baba Maaja Aboriginal Corporation, 
which also represents native title groups 
in the Mid-West (Yamatji Country). 

Because of the differences between 
Pilbara and Yamatji cultures, each claim 
group chooses a representative for the 
Regional Committee to give direction on 
matters that are related to either Pilbara 
or Yamatji country. 

Six members from each Regional 
Committee are elected to create Yamatji 
Marlpa Barna Baba Maaja Aboriginal 
Corporation’s (YMBBMAC’s) Board of 
Directors.

The Board of Directors run YMBBMAC’s 
direction and govern the organisation. 
The Board is also accountable to our 
members. 

Your YMBBMAC Board of Directors are:

• Co-chairperson, Mrs Doris Eaton

• Toby Smirke

• Natalie Parker

• Terry Jaffrey 

• Darren Injie

• Nora Cooke

Pilbara Regional Committee: 

• Chairperson, Mrs Doris Eaton

• Vice Chairperson, Natalie Parker 

• Robyne Churnside

• Nora Cooke

• Andrew Daulbin Jr

• Neil Finlay

• Darren Injie

• Terry Jaffrey

• Peter Limerick 

• Toby Smirke 

• Les Stevens 

• Roy Tommy 

• Jill Tucker

• David Wright 

Working for Pilbara Traditional Owners

Front L-R: Co-Chairs of the YMBBMAC Board of Directors, Roy Bellotti and Doris Eaton. 
 Back L-R: Richard Oakley, Kathleen Musulin, Allen ‘Boyo’ Mitchell, Toby Smirke, Natalie Parker, Nyaparu Windie, Nora Cooke, Anthony Dann.   

Photo removed for cultural reasons
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With uranium becoming an important 
issue in WA, Pilbara Native Title Service 
(PNTS) has called for government 
support to educate native title groups 
on uranium issues.     
Nyaparu Jeffries, Regional Manager of PNTS, said that there 
is an urgent need for Traditional Owners to receive correct 
information about uranium exploration and mining. 

“As a land council we are not for, or against, uranium. Our job 
is ensure groups make fully informed decisions and have their 
rights protected under the Native Title and Aboriginal Heritage 
Acts,” he said.  

He said that cultural practices such as hunting, collecting bush 
tucker, conducting ceremonies and protecting sacred lands 
and waters mean that Aboriginal people needed to understand 
the effects of uranium activity on their lands. 

Mr Jeffries said PNTS had been working on uranium education 

but needed more support from government bodies to make 
sure Traditional Owners receive the best information available. 

“We regularly talk with groups about uranium and have worked 
with experts to develop a uranium schedule in our heritage 
agreements.  However, we are not funded to do this and 
urgently need support to make sure Traditional Owners receive 
clear and balanced information. 

“It’s up to each Traditional Owner group to make the decision 
that’s right for their people and their country. Its government’s 
responsibility to make sure we have the best information 
available to help make these decisions,” Mr Jeffries said.

Uranium education essential

Above:  Sherlock River.
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In August, elders in 
the Pilbara recounted 
ancestral knowledge of 
their laws and customs at 
a Federal Court hearing 
to strengthen their native 
title claim.
The hearing, at Mount Stuart on Puutu 
Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura country, 
heard preservation evidence from 
elders, Maudie Dowton, Chloe Hayes and 
Maggie Drage. 

The purpose of preservation evidence 
is to record the cultural knowledge of 
senior elders who are part of a native 
title claim.  

Preservation evidence can include 
information about the group’s traditions, 

laws, customs, language, family history 
and places of cultural significance.

Maudie Dowton, senior elder from Puutu 
Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura, said that 
although the hearing was quite stressful 
she was happy to have her children and 
grandchildren at the hearing and learn 
more about their country. 

“It was strange telling people I never met 
about my life, but taking my grannies to 
the station where I was born and creeks 
I’d camped felt good inside. I told the 
Judge about the special place we take 
women, they touch the sacred rock then 
no more trouble getting pregnant.”

Chloe Hayes, who also gave evidence 
before the court, talked about her early 
life on Nanutarra station.  

“We were all born at Mount Stuart 
Station, mum and us kids, but we 
worked at Nanutarra station. I live 

in Onslow now, but being out on this 
country, my country, makes me feel 
happy and closer to my family.”   

Nyaparu Jeffries, Regional Manager of 
Pilbara Native Title Service, said that the 
hearing highlighted the need to speed up 
the native title process.

“With recent talk about changes to the 
Native Title Act, PNTS would welcome 
legislation that shortens the emotional 
burden for Traditional Owners.” 

Elders give evidence at Federal Court hearing

Front L-R: Elders, Chloe Hayes and Maudie Dowton at the Federal Court hearing on Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura country.  

Photo removed for cultural reasons
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PNTS meeting with Noel Pearson

In July, Directors of 
Yamatji Marlpa Barna 
Baba Maaja Aboriginal 
Corporation, visited 
Cape York in northern 
Queensland. 
Co-chairs Mrs Doris Eaton and Roy 
Bellotti, with Deputy Chairs Natalie 
Parker, Allen ‘Boyo’ Mitchell and CEO  
Simon Hawkins met with land council 
staff and the Director of the Cape York 
Institute, Mr Noel Pearson, to talk about 
issues affecting Traditional Owners in 
Australia. 

YMBBMAC visited the Aboriginal 
communities of Hopevale, Wugal Wugal 
and Mosman, which gave the team 
an insight into different ways in which 
communities do their business.  The 

communities are part of a new welfare 
reform project that helps people with 
income management and business and 
economic development. 

Noel Pearson also gave a presentation 
to YMBBMAC about developments in 
mining and the need for Traditional 
Owners to work together to strengthen 
their negotiation position.

Cape York Land Council Chairperson, 
Michael Ross, also shared his 
experience and knowledge of the area’s 
environmental issues and coastal native 
title rights.  

YMBBMAC Co-chair, Doris Eaton, said 
the experience was very valuable and 
the issues that were discussed impact 
all Traditional Owners and their country.

“Visiting other land councils in Australia 
and learning from each other is 
important for all Traditional Owners.  If 

we can share our knowledge and work 
towards a common goal then it will 
benefit the future of our organisation 
and the Traditional Owners we 
represent,“ said Doris.

Clockwise from top left:  Noel Pearson, Peter Callaghan, Simon Hawkins,  Allen ‘Boyo’ Mitchell, Roy Bellotti, 
Lou Griffiths, Mrs Doris Eaton and Natalie Parker.  

Photo removed for cultural reasons
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News from Pilbara Native Title Service

ABOUT US
PNTS News is produced by the Yamatji Marlpa 
Barna Baba Maaja Aboriginal Corporation. 
We are the native title representative body for 
native title claims in the Pilbara, Murchison 
and Gascoyne regions of Western Australia.  
We work with Pilbara Aboriginal people to 
pursue:

•  Recognition and acceptance of culture  
in country

•  A strong future for people and country

SERVICES
Our work includes:

•  Providing legal representation and 
research to assist with native title claims

•  Negotiating land use agreements

•  Heritage protection services

•  Community, economic and environmental 
projects

MEMBERSHIP
PNTS membership is open to all adult Pilbara 
Aboriginal people. Our membership also 
includes people who live in other areas but 
who have a traditional connection to Pilbara 
land. 

SUBSCRIBE
Get PNTS News delivered to you!  
To join our mailing list, visit:
www.yamatji.org.au 
or contact your nearest PNTS office.

CONTACT US
FREECALL: 1300 7 12345

SOUTH HEDLAND (Head Office)
3 Brand Street South Hedland WA
PO Box 2252 South Hedland WA 6722
Tel: (08) 9172 5433
Fax: (08) 9140 1277

KARRATHA
Unit 4/5, 26 -32 DeGrey Place Karratha WA
PO Box 825 Karratha WA 6714
Tel: (08) 9144 2866
Fax: (08) 9144 2795

TOM PRICE
118 Oleander Street Tom Price WA
PO Box 27 Tom Price WA 6751
Tel: (08) 9188 1722
Fax: (08) 9188 1996

PERTH
5th Floor Septimus Roe Building 
256 Adelaide Terrace Perth WA 6000
PO Box 3072 Adelaide Tce Perth WA 6832
Tel: (08) 9268 7000
Fax: (08) 9225 4633

Please note that the information 
contained in this newsletter does  

not constitute legal advice.

On 24 - 25 September, 
PNTS facilitated discussions between 
Pilbara coastal native title claim groups, 
the Department of Environment and 
Conservation and the Department of 
Fisheries.

The discussions, at Karratha Tafe, were 
for Pilbara Indigenous people and the 
government to share information about 
regional marine and coastal issues. 

Native title coastal claim groups are 
currently considering establishing a 
Pilbara Indigenous Marine Group that 
would meet to discuss future coastal 
issues in the region. 

For more information about the Pilbara 
Indigenous Marine Group contact: 
Margaret Raven, Senior Policy Officer, on 
(08) 9268 7000.

Pilbara Indigenous Marine Group

Above: 80 Mile Beach, Nyangumarta country. 


